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Busy, Busy, and agll such simi-
ler saws...1t never snows but
1% blizzards. Runnlng our big-
— |gest issue of the year isn't
—-—fenough; all the other roofs
cave 1n at the szme time —- gt
- |1least the Job I ran for Don &
=~ |Mggeie Thompson cut Yandro down
|t0 slze and made me actually
think of it as a smell 11ttle
fanzine. BOO coplies -~ Lordy!l
Thank whatever gods there be I
don't have to aasemble that...
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Also this time ground I'm havlng fun with a new piece of stencllling
equipment -- new to me, at any rate. Speed-o-print advertised z "silk

sheet" in their catalogue, complete with usual glowing pralses of the
sort of work one could do with 1t. Always a sucker for such thangs, I
bit and was quite pleased with the outcome. I halfway expected no
more than an expensive drawlng plate, but it turns out to be g piece
of bleached stiff silk, snd indeed is dsndy for shading 1n solid
blacks ... and I would highly recommend it.

Actually, when an advertisement says it will enable you %o achleve
s01lld black, you should take it wi*h a small bucket of salt. What you
achleve 18 a reasongbly solid dark grey....that’s agll I've ever been
able to achleve myself with my old fechnique of over and over snd over
exaln wlth a large ball stylus and patting and Poking the tenuous fi-
bere of the stencil iInto place and praying they™l1l hold together long
enough to mimeo 200 pjus coples.

The silk sheet gives pretty much the same effeact, slightly smoother —-

and 1s much lesa 1ikely to end up .with the center of the black ares
pgeling ofT the stencil and plastering itselr to the roller or a sheet
of paper.

It's an expensive gadget, but worth the price. For s change, I found
a bargain,

For gome sadistic reeson, this 1s the season when catalogues and shops
start featuring spring and summer items. This 1s g vagary of the fe-—
magle clothing industry I have never agpprecisted .and never will; to get
any sort of decent selectlon, you must buy a winter coat in August and
summer blouses in March. Bah. Although there are happy rumors that
at- last the shoe industry ls starting to design out those idlotic
pointed toea on women's shoes. ' ‘

Being a type with peculiarly built feet, I'm especially annoyed at fad
feshions in shoes. In clothing, if I don't care for the current che-
mise, "1ittle gl look" or whatever other alleged fashion is current,

I can buy several-yards of mgterlal and sew myself something plain, un-
fashionable and comfortable. With shoes, it's a different matter. I2
you didn't care for pointed toes or "gensible" shoea, too bgd. If you
Just wanted something qQuite ordinary to cover your feet and get you from
one place to another without carving your toes on broken glass, well,



lotsa luck. One of the prime examples of the stiletto rage fell in on
me last summer, when I tried to buy some ordinary canvas shoes for gar—
degigqu Now tﬂere's nothing less fashionabie than gardening -- no heel
reduired, no chlc new pastels ... Just an ordinary canvas shoe that
wlll tlie snug and keep out the dusg. But every ghoe off thills tyng had
polnted toes. '

I don't have pointed toes. At least not in the center. Perhaps I'm
built oddly, but my middle toe docs not come out to a nice sharp point,
and my blg toe znd little toe are not daintily tapered 1n on each side
at exactly the same place. I taper sidewagys, as it were, So in order
to find something spproximating a fit, I buy shoes a hglf to a full
glze too large. They don't fit properly, of course, but at least my
toes can wiggle.

Tales of how our grest grandmothers ruined their anatomies lacing them-
selves into flve-slzes too small corsets get no sympathy from me. My
feet would be Just as ruined if I ~stuffed ° them in these perambulat-
lng poinards,

What's with the royal "we"? Back when John Glenn was maklng his blg
splash and having his press conference, I found myself g bit unsettled
by thls constant reference to "we'., At the time I shrugged and decided
Project Mercury was running this Go Team Go business down to the wire,
that no one was t0 show off or ¢laim individual glory —— everything was
to be a Jolnt effort.

But Glecn recently resigned from the Marines and mgde a press statement
abcut %etting oput of the gervice, Jeolining the Royal Crown Cola Corpor-

ation ("The Favorite Drink of Astronautei"), and this statement, too,

gas rife with "we's", when he couldn't possibly be referring to Project
ercury,

And Glenn's not the only case, not by a long shot. I've noticed all

sorts of people, pukllc, private, and fannish, uslng this terminoclogy.
Is 1t creeping oOrganizationism, a subversive asmothering of 1lndlvidual
pride for group effort, and campaign to mske every man royalty; ... 7

Couple of issues ago I menticned with glee "The Man from U,N,C,L.E.",
and received several "and how" comments from readers. Wishing to be
a good 1little booster snd help the producer show his sponsors that
there really were people watchlng the show after zl1l, Nellsen or no,
I ment g failrly reserved letter fo Sam Rolfe. the show!s creator; 1
merely sald I liked the show. wished them succesasa...

So a few weeke ago back in the mall cazme a very hush hush form letter
from Rolfe, explalning that I was now reglstered as an operative and
ligkle to be cglled up on hgzardous duty at 12 hours notice, and to be
ready. I algo got a 1ittle membership card testlfying to my UNCLE se-
curity clearance....the whole thing 1s delightful.

So Af I suddenly disgppear, you'll know I probablg fell in g cistern
or a sllo whllst in the midst of performing some hazardous duty for
the United Newwork Command for Law and Enforcement.

JWC



Today 1s Jan. 2”, 1965, and if we
‘|get this lasue out this month we'll
be lucky.

James Goodrich sent in agn ad for
Histolres Insolites, which seems to
be a French fantasy anthology. My
French is exactly what 1t used to be
{non-existant)} but I can at least
read the names of Bradbury, Derleth,
Keller, Lovecraft, Sakl, and less
i familiagr ones like H, Calisher, K,

e S . |Kusenberg, and E. Waugh (which is
”. : T 7] Ft ' [ ~ 1 {famlllar enough, but not as a fantasy
k| LAV T | : !'writer). Price is 13,50 francs which,
if the rate hasn't changed since my 1963 World Almanac-came out, amounts to
$2.70. You can.get it from Le Terrain Vague (a suspicious address if I ever
saw one}, 2325, rue du Cherche-liid}, Paris 6, .

There may be something in this witch business, Don Thompson sends 1n a
newspaper clipping of an article on Sybll Leek, referred to as "Britain's
best-known witch"., One sentence reads, "Instead, she was in Boston at a
meeting with the great-grandmother of g witch who was burned at Salem." Says
she found 1t interesting, and I daresay she did. I would have, too.

The other day I was reading PAGEANT again (I'm addicted) and I took
this quiz, "How To Tell If You're Réally 'In' ", A score of 70 was tops; a
score. of 66-70 made you a “"worldly, suave sophisticate", and there were
gredually decreasing steps down to "51-55 Soclally inept". My score was 33,

Another article in the same mag explained what to do about people who
don't 1like you. The first section of the article goes on about how terrible
it 1s to be disliked. (The author. states that no one can remain happy un-—
less he feels liked and approved by the people who matter to him, and with
this I'd have to agree. But among the "people who matter", according to the
rest of the article, are neighbors, co-workers, and apparently everyone you
come ln contact with.) Another artlcle, in AlEROCK DIGEST, reports on how
to get more work out of one's employees. Never permit competition within the
group, becauge no worker wishes to allenate his assoclates by surpassing
them. Instead, instill "group loyalty", and then foster competition among
groups. Both articles sre undoubtedly correct, but taken together they pre-
gent me with even more fuel for my disgust with humanity in genersl. The
average human doesn't have guts enough to stand on hls own two feet: he
needs the support of several other people to reassure him that he's really
worthwhile. (Of course, the very fact that he needs the support ig falirly
conclusive proof that he 1en't worthwhile. But he never thinks of that,and
is incllned to fight anyone who points 1t out to him.)

Reminds me of some of these poor coal miners. I was born in a coal-
mining country; southern Indians. Dad was a farmer; he's got lots of stor-
ies about miners. That was back in the days when farms atill took g lot of
seasonal labor. A good many times the miners would be out of a Job, or on
strike, when the heavy farm seasons rolled around, Think they'd do any farm
werle though? Not on your 1life. They'd steal, but they wouldn't work, Now
we re supposed to gupport them because they don't have any mine work to do.
Well, I've just been done out of my tech writing job 'in Wabash. How about
you liberala chipping in to support me so I can keep oh living here with-
out having to take a different job? I don't want to .move, and I can't do
"my" work here, so, just look on me as a small disaster area.

Of coursé, actually I'm stayling right with Hnneywell and taking on g
aifferent Jjob; a solution I prefer to moving to a city and writing. But
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the next time you're pitylng some poor drunken--cosl miner, wlth hils shack
(with a2 tv aerlal coming out the roof) and his six kids (that a 1itile in-
telllgence could have prevented), stop and ask if he really deserves your
tears, I'm not in favor of turning anyone out to starve; certainly not when
we produce more food than we can eat. But I am in favor of liberals realis-
lng that there are some people who will never be useful citizens no matter
how much you give them, and that a z70 gorilla has more intrinsic value %o
scclety. All you can do for people is give them an opportunity; you can't
force them to take advantage of it, and there 18 no point in wasting sym-
pathy on the ones who don't.

Of course, we don't hgve "Equal Opportunity" yet, by a long shot, but
that's what we should be working for. If educetion and integration can be
made to work properly, we won't need slum clearance because the only slum
dwellers wlll be those who prefer filth.

1 knew I shouldn't have put 211 my comments on the Hugos into the let-
ter column and fanzine revliews; now I don't have anything left for the ed~
ltorial. !

My own collection of space stamps is far smgller than John Berry's, I
only became interested in the field thru Hector Pessina's desire to swap
stamps for verious US items, gnd I 3till get most of my stamps from Hector,
though I'tn now on the sucker list of a couple of stamp companles. Contrary

to John's: comment, I don't epesclallze 1n Paraguayan issues; I have qulte
a few of them because Pegsina has sent me quite a few, In fact, I donit
speclalize in space stamps at all; at least, not to the excluslon of othegr-
kinds., I had a generzl collection as a kid; when I got rld of it I kept
the US stamps and a few others that I thought were particularly pretty,
(Including a Mexican astronomical set which Fessina gow informs me is fa’t-
ly valuable to "space" collectors,) Now I'm back to 1t, though with mcr2
discrimination; I'm not particularly interested in -justany old stamp, ouv
I pick up sets that I find pretty or interesting. A fan can discover wu.l
sorts of agsociatlons in stamps. A Polish set of toadstools never falls to
remind me of ‘Bill Pearson's illustrastions, I Just ordered a Russian com-
memorative to Lobachevsky because of the Tom Lehrer song. {Briney, you
ought to have that one.) In addition to sctual "space" 1ssues, there are
things 1like the French stamp honoring Georges ‘Melles (featuring a ecane
from one of his gtf films) and the lcnacan set on Jules Verne dep.icting
scenes from his novels, An Australian stamp depicting Henry Lawson brings
his "Reedy River® to mind. A Hungarizn Olympic set features two stamps on
table tennis, and reminds me of DeWeese's passion. Another Hungarlan set
showing the evolution of the sword is agsnclated with AMRA. But the prize
of my ccllection is an item for which I am indebted to Alan Dodd; an en-
velope bearing a cancelled stamp of the Duchy of Greand Fenwlck. (1t's so
authentlec-~looking that when I got it 1n the mail right after Dodd had been
o1 vacation, . I got. a nasty ehock....."You don't suppose he really found
the place..... ") I might add that in my own collection, space issues are
mounted wlth the other stamps of g country, but on a separate page (so
thet if I ever change my mind, I can turn them into a completely separate
collection), Since I don't use a commerclal album, but mount the stamps

on typing paper in an ordinary three-ring binder, I can file the stamps in
any way I please (I don't recommend commerclal albums to anyone; they are
an unnecessary expense,) My "space" collection stands at somevhere between
160 and 170 stamps, which shows what a collector of modest means can do
without working at it (provided, of course, he hias a friend like Hector
Pesslna, who has provided at least half of that total). As John says, 1
don't collect methodically -~- but then, I rarely do anything methodicsy 1v.

I won't be able to think of anything else to say untll after this
stencil has been run off, so here's to you all untill next time. HaG
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To my knowledge this is the first article to appear in an American
fanzine regarding the collection of space Stamps, known generaglly gas
Astro-philately. Buck Coulson commissioned me to write this feature
almoet a year ago, but I let 1t ride until now, and I'm glad 1 did 8o,
because the subject 1s so fraught with compllcations. The fact that
you saved stampe when you were young, or still save them, is no cri -
terion, I bashed out g few articles about space stemps in my SAPSzine
Fot Pourri a year ago, when, 1in my ignorance, I thought my collection
OI about 150 was almost complete. It's took me all this time to re-
luctantly conclude that I shall never obtaln a complete collection,be~
cause although I've managed to track down all the atamps isgued to
date, I Just haven't got the finance to compete, and 1 doubt if any
fan haS.

This might tend %o put the completist off, and 1t sometimes frus-
srates me, but it is quite possible to garner a comprehensive collec-
tlon 1if you know how to do 1t. There are many pltfalis the unwary fan
can stumble into...I've stumbled 1like mad, and I would 1ike to put on
record the lessons I've learned so that if
any of you 2o declde to save space stamps,
you can save time and money as well.

Tt 1s no usge me prepsring a 1ist of
stamps required. In one day 1t could be
out of date. To give an example, at the
beginning of December 1964 I had &00 space
stamps carefully 1gld out in two expensivs

albums. One of my techniques is to ob -
taln 1ists of latest issues from several
dealers, and on receipt of these l1ists &
few days later I found that nigh on 100
nev issues were ready and waiting for me.
More about that later...

You'll be asking yourself...why?...why
collect space stamps? )

It is dlsappoilnting to me, but I don't
know any fans who collect space stamps in
any methodleal sort of way. Coulson tries
to collect most of the Paraguayan lssues,
and one or two fans seem to be on the
fringe, but as I've stated before, I would
have thought most fans would be collecting
like mad. I've always been interested in
travel, which I thought, wrongly it seens,
to have been the inertig behind fansc.
Astro-philately f111ls several needs, I'11
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On top of all this, there sre speclal issues of stamps on stamps,
igsues of the gsame stamps with dlfferent colours, and half of an issue
overprinted later to commemorats:' a mlinor space happening.

The most obvious initial problem, therefore, is how to obtain g com~
plete 1ist of all the space stamps aveilable. There is a simple answer
to thls, 1n my experience. It is impossible to obtain such a 1ist. Even
if you refer to the most effIclent stamp catalOgue in the country it
could be 250 stamps behind by the time 1t sees print,

The only answer to the problem is to frequently (and by this I mean
at least bi-monthly) obtein as many 11sts as you can from reputable
stamp dealers, more and more of whom are concentrating on astro-philate~
1y. A perusal of these lists will be most reveallng. Perhaps on only
one 11st 1ln g dozen willl g certaln set be ghown. On many of the 1lists
prices will vary, as will the apparent numbers of stampe in the game
sets. I'l1 give an example of thils, as it's a mite bewlldering. Many
of the Paraguay lssues mre of 8 stamps. HMany catglogues only 1list the
five low value stamps, as these are invarigbly cheap. 1I1've got lists
whleh state: 'PARAGUAY...Space set (5 values) complete'....when there
are in fact & stamps to the set. Invariably the fingl three high valuwe
stamps of the set are very expensive, and the less reputgble dealers,
trying %o make a sele, omlt any mentlon of the high value stgmps. To
counter any gly move on the dealer's part (and also to glve you compet-
itive prices) try and get gs many price lists and catalogues gs you can.
I always send for at leaest one dozen...and I still think the odd stamp
is evading me. »

Remember that the 1ists and catalogues you send for will not all deal
specifically with space. Many dealers prepare lleste every month of new
lssues, and 1%t 1s sometimes bewildering searching through these pages
for space stamps, especlally when g new month has a prolific mass of new
issues. A recent case in point is this advertisement I saw in a several
page catalogue: ~ 'ALBANIA., 'Ricclone' overprint, (2 vals) '. To the
uninltlated space stamp collector this 1s mere drivel, but a month or
80 before BULGARIA had also issued a 'Riccione! overprint to commemo -
rate a space conference, and therefore I knew it was necessary to ob~
tain the two ALBANIAN issues...and in fact they are two 1963 space
stamps oveggginted.

Cd4o Sede ik

One very vexing problem is determining where to draw the line...is
a stamp 'space' or isn't it? If you're a new space collector, dilsmiss
the idea that a stamp is elther space or it isn't,

There are severgl sets issued which festure a space motif in only
one or two of the stamps. Your worthy edltor, Mr, Coulson, in corres-
pondence to me gbout thils subject some months ago, asked me if I'd yet
got the PARAGUAY space ambulance?

Never having known the exlstence of the stamp, I set to frantically
searching my 1lists until I hit PARAGUAY 1964 RED CROSS (% val). The
set wasn't expensive so I sent post haste for it, and sure enough one
value deplcted a Dyna-Boarish space vehlcle with a red cross on i1t.

For some regson the dealers of space stamps didn't mention thils stamp
and haven't to date. Now this is a space stamp, but it is only symbol--
lc of a space vehlele; it doesn't represent any known or planned ship.
In fact, the artist had so littie imagination that he copied a Dyna-
Soar drawing. But I suggest it should definitely go in the collection.

Another stamp I hit accldentally the other day was a 1933 BELGIUM
issue...a very drab, rather large stamp, an unattractive brown in col—
our, commemoratlng Prof, Pleceard's stratosphere balloon flights of

8__



that period., \Weeeell, I put it in.

A few years ngo FRANCE issued g stamp to commemorste Jules Verne,
and the stamp, besides depicting nils visage, also showed a space shlp
of rather primitive design. I put it in my collection.

RUSSIA has issued various such stamps from time %o time; for example
the 1958 Tunguz Meteor, the one which hit Siberig —-- wasn't 1t in 1908°?
I say this 1s a space stanp.

ALBANIA has a 1964 issue (! values) 'Phases of the Moon!...not much
trouble gbout this one, definitely yes. '

MEXICO issued a set in 1962, a 40¢ 'Century 21 Exposition', showing
the Seattle Space Needle and two interposed and rather ghostly gear
wheels. One 1ist of space stamps I have features this, but I wouldn't
lnelude it. Strangely enough, though, HAITI issued a set of stamps (8)
in 1962 2is0 commemorating the Seattle Space Needle, and on top of the
needls, just nosing around the top of it, wacs a 1ittle svace craft. 1
included this,

The DOMINICAN REPUBLIC is a teaser. In 1959 it issued g set of
stamps, perforated and imperforated and two different miniature sheets,
commemorating the Melbourne Olympic Games. Overprinted on these sport
ing eplcs, which heven't the remotest connection with space, 1s a very
small IGY symbol and the words 'Ano Geofisico 1957-58'. The IGY symbol
features a 1little world with a Sputnik raclng around it, and a thin
line drawn t. show the orbit., Now there are many stamps which I con -
s8ider to be space stamps bearing this symbol which I've ingluded i my
collection; and although it rgther goes against the grain t¢ show a
mass Of perforated and imperforated stamps featuring racing yachts, to
give but one example, I feel that these issues must be included. This
1s a very borderline case, and it depends on each individual's iater -
pretation of how he wants hls space album cluttered up with what he mgy
ccnsider non -essentlals.

There gre meny other cases suck: as these, all of which I have an up-
to-date note oI, and which I can list if there is sufficient interest,

My method of dealing with the set which isn't completely spsce is as
follows: - ‘

ROULANIA issuvzd a 1963 set (& values) 'Space stamps on stamps'com -
n2morating the. Universal Postal Union., Two of these stampe have no
cvingctivn with space whatsoever; the other four are bong fide spa.e.
8¢ I've included only the essential four, scrapped the otier two {in
Tact I gave them to my son) and wrote in my album: "The other two stamp:
in this cet do not feature a spsce motif. and have not been included",

It all bolls down to the individugl collector; his own whims and
fancies should take prererence over what any one else couasiders as g
tyea'! or ingyt....

o3 =R 2N 2

I think the most important problem, and one which must be carefully
considered before mounting is commenced; is in what order you are going
to collate the stamps, There are ssversl dirferent methods, each of
wihlch has good gnd not su good feabures. Personal ldiosyncracies might
make a fgn evolve his own personsl msethod of displaying his stamps. But
basically there are two gTandards, and I think it most probable that
the gollector will d=cide that one of them is for him. But which?

A} This system is to place your stamps not in country order but in
"event" order. Start off with SPUTNIK I (19577T and then piace in thig
section all the stamps issued by every country which commemorated *“his
event. There aren't teo many here, but congider VOSTOK I, Yuri G.gs -
rin's Tirst manned space flight. You could easily f£ill 20 pages in
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your album with stomps from many countries commemorating this monu-
mental event.

The mgjor dlsadvantage with this layout 1s that your Hlscellaneous
Section ls going to be mighty big, and secondly that you must feature
many different countries in each section; for example, you'll,have
dozens of RUSSIA sectlons, because this country, the most prolific
space stamp lssuer, has issued stamps for every major space event 1t
has introduced,

My own system is: -

B) Arrange your stamps vla countrles, and place your stamps in
thelr order of issue.

The advantages here are that providing you know your year of lssue
you can speedily refer to any stamp you wish, gnd also you have each
country as a separate entlty and can quickly tabulate how many stamps
that country has lssued gnd for whgt event, You will have no exten--
sive Miscellaneous Section to plod through, and i1f you did require to
do what the A Scheme does for you {i.e. - discover what esch country
has done to commemorate any particular space event) you merely refer
to the year of issue, There 1s a seriocus disadvantage here; RUSSIA,
agalin, for exsmple, .issued g stamp to commemorate the fifth anniver-
sary of the launchling of Sputnlk I -- unless ycu knew to look a%
RUSSIAN 1962 issues, therefore, you would miss s 1957 Sputnik I stamp.
This 1sn't an isolated case, by any means.

There are many sub-ploys,too.
I personally don't 1llke %o make
my album ostentatiousg by adding

2 press cuttings and photographs
2;;/ to fegture indlvidual space

events, but I know one man who
does this veig*effectivelya

Apropos the ostentgtion men-
Myw":;ffﬁtioned above, I feel it advis-
= A T~ - Dle to put some form of notsgge

under the separate lssues, My

note? are usuglly very brief; I
merely state (for examp1e¥ P~

PROJECT MERCURY

Col, Glenn's Orbital Fiight
1962 isgsue
Toe much writing Turns the album into
a semi-documentary on space, rather than
a collection of stamps...
Lz 2 4 *he ouw
Other than saving space stamps, and

American commemoratives, I don‘t bother
too mueh with general 1ssues, except for
sets which take my eye. Therefore, I
can't write too much about Miniature
Sheets in genergl, I can only state that
the only minilature sheet 1gsued to my
Knowledge other than with a space motif
s for Miss Jamaica, who was lMiss World
in 1963, There are probably meny more
minigture sheets issued, so I'll keep my
comments purely on the space miniature
sheet.




Scme countries specialise in ministure sheets,
especlally RUSSIA, PARAGUAY, EAST CERMANY, HUN -
GARY, LIBERIA and GHANA. Other countries do,
too, but these spring to mind, I think the two
most beautiful ones are TAST GERMANY's '"Five
Years in Space" and RUSSIA 1964 "Major Space
Flights 1957-1963". They are both generally the
same basic idea, that of portraying the Earth
and liocn, with sputniks and rockets and astro-
naguts and symbolic colour trails of orbits 1n
one gory but well-planned mass over severgl
stamps which are placed together in one bloek a
Tew inches square. The RUSSIAN gsheet has six
stamps all of the 10k value; esch stamp, if torn
separately from the minigture sheet. shows one
phase of one particular major space flight, and
yet the cleverness of the overszll design is such
that If one stamp is torn off it dvesn't spoil
the overgll scneme, and the stamp itself 1s a
geparate entity. Naturally, minigture sheets
aren't designed to tear up into separate stamps.

Indeed; many miniature sheets are just one
whole huge stamp which cannot be subdivided, and
I really cannot see why ministure sheets are is-
sued. Sure, it's a snazzy ideg, and I sgid some
are really beautiful, but it's a branch of phi-
lately which, if 1t got out of hand, could re- . g
sult in z farcicel situation. Miniature sheets o+ -
belng frightfully expensive, the revenue so ob~
tained could result in governments concentrat-
ing more and more on them and less and less on the postage stamp,
whlch 1s of course where and why i1t all started. Minlsture sheets
could become propaganda machines issud@d by governments to stress par-
ticuler achievements which they know will be impressed in people's
minds -- because saving minlature sheets will eventually become as
endurgble a hobby as the humble postage stamp.

This is really why I am so perturbed at the lack of American is-
sues commemorating their vast and triumphant space programme. I have
almost 200 RUSSIAN space stanmps (1ncluding perforated, imperforated,
snd overprint issues of the game stamps) and only five from America.
PARAGUAY has splendidly upheld Amerlica by issulng well over 50 space
stamps, all featuring American space flights and astronauts excltsive-
ly. Even some of the Iron Curtain countries have featured American
astronauts and rockets, and I do sincerely feel that America has real-
1y taken a back seat 1n space propsganda... In future years, although
people will know that America hse done as much if not more than Russiz
in space achlevement, those who drn't know or who don't wish to know
will cerfalnly be conned into thinking that Russia has done the major
share, with all the phllatelic propaganda. WMost certainly young boys,
who constitute a major portion ¢r philatelists, even if to most of
them 1t's only a passing phase, will always regerd Russis as being
the primery space country, simply because sll stamps from the Iron
Curtain countrles stress this fact. The MARINER Moon Shot should cer-
tainly have been used by America for the issue of 3 minlature sheet,
showin% the surface of the moon as taken by television cameras. Even
ROUMANIA lssued o lsrge stamp showing the place names given to sites
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on the other side of the moon taken by the Rugslan Lunik,

Frankly, the extreme}* meagre supply of American space stamps I
think 1s a most seriocus internationgl lst-down. It's all been left
to PARAGUAY, which has even issued stamps to commemorate Werner von
Braun. It has been 1eft to this '‘South American country, many of whose
population probably don't know what a satellite is, to boost American
prestige in astro-philately.

In this one particular sphere of the Space race and I'm referring
to Astro-philately, if you'll pardon the play on words, the Rugsians
have 1lcked the Americans.

W ww wm @ wwm W gy wmm W PN em e iR W dmk s dmm W M e W tem am e e e ey e M e ek mek ae e

QUOTES WITHOUT (¥UCH) COMMENT

The followlng quotes are gll from The Book Of Ptath, by A, E, van
Vogt. They were compiled by GENE DEWEESE, who occasionally comes up

with this sort of thing. This might be considered an offering in
blank verse......

"His mind started from almost blankness..."

"After a long moment, hls mind was still blank."

"His mind might ae well have remained blank."

"Almost blankly, he went over in his mind hls past attitude..."

"He stared at it blankly for a moment, then pulled it out and threw
it on the ground."

"He sat there blank-brgined..,." /That's my favorite, RSC/
At last, almost blankly, he climbed to his feet,

"He stood there blankly..."

"For long, the dark woman lay almost blank-minded..."

", ..he was staring at her with a gathering blankness:.."

"It should be getting light, Holroyd thought blankly."

"He sat blankly amgzed at himself, at the very 1deg..."

In an almost blank mental operation Holroyd estimated that a kanb
was one and a Quarter miles,®

"He sald blankly, 'Have I been dreamling?’ "

"But for a long, dead-blank time hls painful concentratlon ylelded
nothing."

"It was a long, blank moment before he realized that the something
was ~-— himgelf."

"But one man..,stared in blank astonlshment..." .
“...L'onee had the blank sense of an exultation out of place." /?%/
"Blankly, he hung there...®

",..but each mugt have drawn a blank response..."

"The man stared at him blankly."
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After all, 1isn't this better than leaving a blank page? RSC
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fiction by

.... JOHFHN PESTA

The tree would have to come down, she thought, looking out through
the wide parlor window, It was a monstroeity, old and heavy-limbed,
as 1f 1t had grown too tall and now bore the consequences of a twisted
back, 0ld and useless tree...its tralling whips of leaf flailed the
house on stormy nights and shook the windows, (wanting only to come
inside out of the wet.)

George had ggreed reluctantly with her: "And what if the sun does
get in? It'd do this 0ld room good. At least it wouldn't be the cel-
lar 4%t is now." With his usual half-bored expression, George had
pPicked up his bag snd gone out to the car. A week's business in Bos—
ton might brighten hls cheeks. He'd probably take in the Pops with
some pretty client and come home entirely oblAivious to the Tsot that
a grotesque 0ld tree had once stood outside on the east lawn and tried
Occaslionglly to get in, ’ - E

Nearly nine o'clock...the golden sun filtered through the festooned
legves making them almost transparent., They burned a fiery green.
Summer in New Hsmpshire was st1ll the same, would always be the same,
whether she stood on the porch and looked across the way at the Weedy':
0ld Georgian home, or sat on the stone mogalc patlo that she and Georg
had bullt last spring. .They could cut and trim the grounds as much as
they liked; 1t wouldn't change.the breathy New Hampshire summer, aware
always of' new things in a rather vegue sense, as it ran lazlly along
Cambridge Street into autumn where it stopped abruptly llke a sudden
rise of high weeds, ,

Now she stoo@ in her parlor feeling the sun as it snugly pressed
through her reflection on the window glass. Deborgh was proud of her-
self. The figure before her was youthful: middle age hadn't taken
its beggar's pittance. George: was proud of her too: she knew that.

It was the resson why he let her make up his mind about things like
having the tree down, It was a pleasant, warm feellng to be proud of
oneself, - 1

In the pasrlor alone, warm and proud...it felt almost like a slow
Sunday afternoon when your eyes thinly close and you fall quietly a-
sleep on the lawn with untidy magazlne sections of newspapers strewn
about. The tree had grown brighter, an 0ld emerald stresked with
brown. Hardly ever had she gazed at 1% so closely. It was tired, as
she was, It was warm. Then suddenly she was inside i1t among the
branches, scrambling from low limb to high, fairy Queen asmong s mil —
lion leafy leprechauns,. With tiny besds of perspiration standing out
like lace on her silken forehead, she was wltness to part of a heady
New Hampshire afternoon. Thirty, thirty-five years ago? What was the
feellng 1ike to be nine and playing outside the o0ld house? She could
be gone for centuries in the many undiscovered kingdoms to be found on
the wide lawn, and with no brothers or slaters she was undisputed em-
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viess, ruler of g thousand island empires. This was her young Sat-
urday 1n a child's summer.

Dinner was earliy in those days. ©She and her parents sat around
a small square %table in the kltchen, Here glso was a warm feellng,
but somehow unlike the warmth of summer weather: rgther a rlppling,
expanding sensation from somewhere deep inside her.

Then dlnner was through. It was still daylight. But 1t was Sat-
urday, the day Mlss Fleming came. She glwsys hsd to be reminded of
her plsno lesson, Somehow she never remembered, while off 1ln hsr
paradlse of fantasies 1n the thick tree, that thig was the day. Now
she would have to change into some plain frock and loosen her brown,
knotded halr and wash the grit out of her fingernails so that she
night be "presentable’ for lMiss Fleming. Sulking was uselsss. After
gll, wasn't 1t at the greatest inconvenlence that Mlss Flemlng, dear,
sweet Miss Fleming, came all the way from town? But plano lessons...
of what possible use were they?

By seven she had mulled herself into self-plty. The bell would
ring. - At the sound she would act. Hers was a set routine. Cpening
the large door, she greeted her instructor each week., Miss Fleming's
1ips rounded 1n surprise and ovglled the tiny figure holding back the
wide portal. She half-~smiled and 1ifted her eyebrows amid a rapid
succession of foollsh nods, which made her look as if she were trylng
to shake off the sQuare bonnet that sat like a breadbox around her
head. Tem was always offered, but rarely accepted. Choosing rather
to trip off to the parlor with its whlte double doors and lace cu. -
tains that filled a large bgy window adjacent to the plano, Mias
floming seemed anxlous to be starting the lesson,

Together teacher and pupil sat at the long keyboard., Miss Fiem-

ng would untwist her long, dark skirts to give herself more space:
sia6 might have been preparing to mount a bicycle. All her dresses
were nagrrow and came to clreles of white lace
around her neck. Then they were into the
xesson the pupil g shroud of 1igh
purple seated alongslde a stern-
1ipged and stiff-backed teacher.
usk was settling outside. The
lights in the parlor had glready
been 1it, but in contrast to the
bright rsdisnce of the sun the
electric bulbs were thin, counter-
felt gold coins. Tney turned the
room white and laid fuzgy shedows
on the muslc spread over the piano.
Miss Flemings would snap sbout C's
and flets while the room became
progrescively colder. .

The lesson lasted until .eight,
when the chime sounded and Mlas
Fleming packed up her music and
813id 1t inpto a narrow, black case
and left the house. Everything
had changed: the parlor was dry
and stiff, like perchment; the
house was quiet. Her parents
were in bed upstalrs. Outside
the tree hung like s grim, black
specter without a face. A prophet,




1t stood mute, looking into the
house through the manuscript of
darkness. Only dimly did 1t
reflect the glow from the par-
lor winhdows. Only lazily did
1t stir in the waning breeze.
It hung there, suspended be -
tween light and darkness, a
hungry, dying, black shape of
lost moments. Once, in a sud-
den gust of wind, its branches
had leapt out and struck the
windows., The tree seemed to
come alive snd reach out for
her; seemed to try to get in;
seemed $0 want to take her out-
side and have her to itselt.
She screamed, jumped back start-
led, and ran off to bed crying.
Phe tree was beginning to fede, here in the high sun., B8She caught
herself standing quite still before the clear parlor glass, It wag gz
mirror still, 1n which she could just barely discern the features of a
rapldiy fading fgee. Thers in the old tree a small girl dreamed, g
Shallow-faced chilld who once dreamed of =z more glamorous life than
that of wife to g Boston executive. The happy girl of years past
1ittle knew that one day she would stand alone in the parlor and watch
herself sailing among the leaves. Every leaf was a kingdom, every
branch a sea. ZEvery Saturday in a long chain of Saturdays was an ex-
Ploration, The face in the tree was laughing. Perhaps some night in
a fierce wind 1t would beat ageinst the windows of the house and try
once agaln to get in. Then the thoupht struck her: today 1t had got
in. It had captured her and Pirated her away to the world of carefree
Tantasy and undiscovered ocesns.

The face in the tree wzs 8till laughing when the workmen arrived.

_.——-_.--_._—-—._.-—__._._.—.—--....—_-—.—._._—n.-.—-—._._._--_
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SCAREY “ARY
by Rot Willlams

I
Scarey Mary, Scarey Mary,
Living in the cemetary.
Big eyes of red, a misshaped head,
Yith wire-wool hair, a vacant stare.
Dread of the dead, dread of the dead,
Scrambling through graves to get your share.

I1
Scarey Mary, oh so scarey,
How your belly does grow!
Feeding on parts, like livers and hearts,
Of cadavers all in a row,

IIT
Mary is nimble, Mary 1s guick;
Mary eats things that'd mske me sick,
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Alirea Bester ——
The lrritating Charmer

e @FHClE Dy = ALEXEL PANSHIN =rmie oo

In his photographs, Alfred Bester looks 1like an amigble, well-
tallored bear, but I have no doubt at sll that this ie nlsleadling,
8imply because everythin% about the men 1s milsleadlng, Bester 1s a
wrlter of brilllant stories put together in what sometimes sgeems a
haphazard fashion. He 18 s writer of brilliant astorles who has writ-
ten only two first-rate stories since 1956 —— and no worthwhile sto.-
ries at all since 1959. He 1s a man who has sald flatly that he 1s
capable of honesty, but who ls oddly given. to gaylng things for the
effect they will have. He 1is bright, sometimes overwhelmingly so,
and ignorant. He 1s a writer of science fiction,and a eritic of it,
and a man who doesn't read it. He 1s, above all, a man who prefers
charm to intelligence.

{I say "Alfred Bester' is one thing and another. This isn't sc-
curate -~ I've never even met the man. I'm really speaking of what
he has shown of himself in his writing, and whether you prefer to
apply vhat I'm saying to the man.or solely to his writing is up to
you. I don't care to make the separation, but if you do, go ahead.
The basis for what I'm saying 1s derived from hils three novels, two
story collections, hls book reviews, and his statements in THE SCIENCE
FIOT%ON NOVEL and Robert Mills' recent anthologg;, THE WORLDS OF SCILNCE
FICTION, Forget gbout his articles in Holiday.

Bester made his preference for charm clear in his 1957 University
of Chicago lecture, and it seems to explailn a lot about thke man. He
advised his llsteners that if it came to a cholce between charm and
intelligence, they should by a1l means settle for charm. He might
well heve added, if it comes to a choice between charm and integrity,
by all means choose charm, because egny firm reliance on the efficacy
of charm means a willingness to let integrity go by the bosrd to at
leaast some extent,

THE WORLDS OF SCIENCE FICTION, an anthology edited by Robert P.
Mills, was based on a strong idea. He had a number of well-known
writers choose a favorlte story they had written and include a short
note as to why they chose it. Bester chose no story. Instesd he in-
cluded a number of his unwritten story 1deas, saying about his sto-
ries, "I don't like any of them. They‘re all disappointments to me.
This is why I rarely reread my old mgnuseripts; they make me sick.
And when, occaslonally, I come across a tough that pleases me, I'm
convinced that I never wrote 1t - I belleve that an edltor added 1t."
This 18 a dandy statement to analyze. How much of it does Beater
actually maan?

Does he really mean that he thinks an editor puts in all the
things that please him in looking at the storles later? Ho, ho, ho,
Not for a bioody minute, and if you did take him seriously Bester
would probably take you for g fool,
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When he gays that his stories are dlsappoinbmentsg, does he meagn
that there is a disparity between the idea he had originally and the
story he finally wrote? I think this is what he probkably means, and
1t is bound to be true, but if this is what he does mean, there seems
to be an assumption that the story 1s inferior as well as different.

I doubt that Bester seriously believes that.

Does he mean that his stories are disappointments; that he actually
does find *hem so bad that they reaily do make him sick? I find that
hard to believe, It is true that his stories tend to be careless(Bes-.
ter has complained of the detgil the H.L. Gold used to demand it the
stories that he bought), but even with their fgults most of them are
pretty good work. Is Bester unaware that they are admired, and with
some good reason? I doubt it.

Bester 1s on-stage, talking, ard where i1s the real Bester under -
neath? He demonstrates what seems %to be humility by refusing to nomi
nate a story as his best. He thinks them all bad. But what does he
offer instead? A bunch of mumble sheets, no better or worse then any-
body else's. Everybody knows how common ideas are, story ideas in-
cluded, but g good story is a rare thing, and these ideas are not up
to the level; as they stand, of any story Bester has written. Is it
humility? Is 1t arrogance? What I think 1s that ultimately Bester
doec1't care whether or not you belleve what he says, both in state~
ments like the one gbove, and in his filction. He is simply trylng to
spin a good line; trying to be charming, and if you are sensitive to
his pose of the moment, you, too, will in all ilikelihood be charmed.
He 1sn't being either humble or arrogant. He has simply gone off on
a weak tangent and instead of belng charming, he is merely irritating.

In his University of Chiczgo lecture Bester saild that for g period
of ten years he hadn't read any sclence fiction to speak of (a typl -
cally charming admlssion, particularly since it was an understatement),
His book review column in F&SF showed clearly that it was an under -
statement, that Bester was really not familiar with modern sclence
fiction at all. This would explain the minor errors that plagued his
column ii.e,, James "A" Schmitz; calling Triangle, by Isaac Asimov, g
collection of "twenty'-year-o0ld novels, which it wasn't by hglf) as
well as some of his ~dder judgments. It would tgke a man who has read
almost no sclence fiction in the last twenty years to say that SLAN
"holds up amazingiy well" (I realize that this in itself may seem some-
thing of an odd criticism, but has anybody who might call me on 1t
read SLAN lately®). And as moderatz as my regard is for Andre llorton.
to say that she is 'z science fiction guthor of only mediocre gttain-
ment" is not true. Some of her stories, including the first one she
wrote and the first one I ever read —- STAR MAN'S SON -- are qulte
good, I simply wonder Af Bester has read them,

(Ir passing ~- his Ainsularity, most uncharming, extended to more
than simply science fiction. To say "Oakle", even agbout James Blishic
serles,; even gbgsent-mindedly. seems to bespeak an ignoragnce of that
part of the United States that hes the misfortune to l1ie outside cf
New York City.)

Bester, in his book revicws, was not an antggonistic critic, but
people tended to act gs though he were to the point that Bester was
plaintive (“who, me?") gbout the situation in his farewell column, I
think this stemmed from Bester'!s tone. Ferhaps becguse of his unfam-
1ligrity with sclence fiction Bester tried to glve his judgments a
seeming measure of objectivity by writing in the first person plural.
Theodpve Sturgeon began his reviews for Venture in the third person
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singular, but found he couldn't keep it up, and dropped 1t shortly. '
Bester didn't drop it, but continued to write "we this" and "we that'
up to the very end. VWhat Bester achleved was not an impression of
objectivity (objectivity in book reviews 1is 1mpossible; the most live-
ly and fruitful method, 1t seems to me, 1s to make your prejudices
clear at the outset, and then fire away) —- his "we" seemed either
papal or regal, and was not charming in the legst, but irritating.

SBester's lack of groundlng in sclence fictlon is clear in his
novela, too, THE STARS MY DESTINATION gnd THE DEMOLISHED MAN derive
from the science fictlon of the late thirtles snd from modern Manhgt-
tan, not at all from modern sf. In both novels Bester is writing of
heroes and vlllains and large one-owner corporations. These are no-
tions that were current in 193¢ pulp magazine fiction (the owner of
the corporgtion 1s the real post-Civil War Robber Baron like Rocke-
feller and Carnegle, the man who bullt futhlessly and made millions.
He was adopted by the Marxiste and long after he dled he was handed
over to Depression era liberals who were quite ready to belleve in
him. For a long time he was a stock element in the pulps — this is
Ben Relch and economics of THE BEMOLISHED MAN). The modiflcstions
that Bester mgde in these stock elements were not those worked out
over the years 1n magazine science fiction. Bester ha@n't read any.
Instead he brought in the frenetic Manhattan world and used it heav—
1ly in developling his characters, plot. background, the whole atmo-
sphere of hls books: For example, the gutter jargon of Gully Foyle
in THE STARS MY DESTINATION 1s an adaptation of the Madlson Avenue
Jargon Bester uses in his brililant and careless mundane novel, WHO
HE?, This is what struck us so strongly goout BHE DEMOLISHED MAN ~-
1t was fresh because Bester was bringing in a new and original and
outslde approach. He repeated himself in THE STARS MY DESTINATION,
did the same things all over agaln, snd this may be why it was a less
successful plece for both him and us.

It 18 no denipgration of Bester's achievement to point out it source,
and that is Manhattan and 1935 sf, not the sclence fiction that has
been produced since. Bester has ssld that while he was writing THE
DEMOLISHED MAN he was convinced he had a dog on his hands, and I think

18-~



he 1s belng at least partly honest. He hgd been away a long time gnd
he didn't know how the pros were working out thelr problems these daye
§0 he made up his own solutions gnd found to his surprlse that they
were more than acceptable.

At his best, as in THE DEMOLISHED MAN gnd a good number of hls shor
gtorles, Bester has combined charm snd intelligenoe. At hisg worst, gs
in "The Flowered Thundermug" and "They Don't Make Life Like They Used
To'! — two stories in Bester's new collection THE DARK SIDE OF THE
EARTH -- he has triled simply to be charming and let intelligence go
hang. 1It's a case, again, of the poseur who talke himself ont onto a
conversational 1imb and then has nowhere to go. The trouble with Beg-
vter 1s that too often he has made g choice between charm and intelll-
gence, between charm and complete integrlity, when there was no need to
make a cholce, and he has chosen wrongly., fo be charming at all times
1s inevltably to be dishonest and dilgshonesty can k1ll g story as quick
1y as wegk plot, bad writing, or anything else.

Bester admits he is 1azy {another charming admission)., If he can
get himself off his duff,; I'd like to see him write storles again, I'd
like to see him be brilliant and charming and honest, and 1f he has
to sgerifice anything, let it be the First two. If ks does that, per-
haps he can write something that doesn't make him sick in the long run
He has pronounced himself unhappy with science fictlion, and not en-
tirely without reason. Let him write gomething else. But I would
llke to gsee him write gomething other than Holidgy profiles.

Are you up to it, Mr., Bester?

"Melnertzhggen then made .his way back to the British lines. On the
way a German askarl fired at him from only a few paces range, not un-
derstanding the flag of truce. The bullet went through Melnertzhagen's
helwet, touching his hair, "I went for him with my flag of truce and

" rammed him in the pit of the stomach, which doudbled hlm up. I then
wrenched the rifle out of his hand and struck him with his own bayon-
et. I was furious with him.' " /from On To Kilimanjaro, by Brian
Gardner. ‘e could do with more men like TCapt. Meinertzhagen.
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Hollywood secms %o have discovered a new word: Laser.

Now, if only they would learn what it means, things could work out
pretty well. -

Az 1t is, take as an example, THE TIME TRAVELERS, It starts out
with the substandard stf-movlie famlly: Three sclentists, consisting of
one father figure (Preston Foster), one dashing-type hero figure (Phil
Carey), and one figure (Merry Anders); and the stooge whe just happened
t0 wander into the lab to provide comedy relief.

. The three scilentlsts_are working on a tlme viewer, trying to get a
look into tae future. It's not working too well, so they step up the
power. This doesn't work, so as a last resort they attempt to "speed
up the cycling of the lasers'.

Cycling the lasers more rgpidly not only gets them a look into the
future, it blows out a few c¢ircuits and opens a "door into time",
+hey had been trylng to look only 6 hoyrs into the future, but they
end up with a door to the year 2071. (Lasers, especlally cycled las-
ers, can be tricky 1little devils!)

Then, in order to provide s plot for the story, all four of them,
ied, of course, by the clot-headed stooge, go gamboling thru the door
into the future--gn apparencly post-gtomic future, complete with mu-
tants. They are immedistely chased by the mutants—~they apparently
have an instinctual aversion to mutants, else how would they know that
the mutants egre evil and out to get them and that they must therefore
run like hell and hide in a cave®

Once in the cave, they meet the good guys and their androids. Af-
ter chasing off the mutants, the good guys point a machine at the back
wall of the cave. A hole appears and enlarges into a circulasr opening
big enuf to walk through~-no molten metal, just an Opening, like Moses
and the Red Sea. In explaining the operation of the machine, the head
good guy (or girl, in this instance) say that 1t "alters the molecules
of the rock wall, shrinking and rearranging them". The herc type
sclentlst perks up and says, "Oh, like a laser!" And the explalner
says, "Yes, quite similar." (Do you suppose Moses used a laser? Or
perhaps the burning bush on Mount 81nat...?7

The pood guys, it appears, are the last remnants of the human race.
Ezrch 18 uninhabitgble, and they are planning to go to Alpha Centguri
IV in susgpended animation, tended by their androids., Their underground
city 1s, of course, constantly being attacked by mutants. The remsind-
er of the movie 1s largely devoted to a tout of the city: the hydropon.-
ice section, the android factory, etec. (In the android factory, the
7arious pieces of android are chuffling by on conveyor belts, just
~ilke a rpdioc gssembly line. Even an eyeball tray.)

The ending? Vell, I'm not really sure. The mutants manage to
desProy the spaceshlp before it can take off. The four 20th Century-
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ites, ncowever, have managed to rebuild, from memory, their time viewe:
—cum-door-mgker. The four, plus g dozen or gso of the futurites, man-
age to duck back into the present. But they are apparently 1living at
an extremely accelerated pace; not only that, but they got back to be-
fore they left, sc they see the four of themselves, standing in the
laboratory, just commencing the experiment. Since they are living at
a Taster rate, they can't communicate with them nor can they move any-
thing on the machine.

S0 what do they do? They 1look at the machlne's dials, note that at
this instant, it 1s set to 100,000 years in the future {when things
started sparking back at the beginning of the movie, they did g lot
of reckless cranking of dialg.); They then go through the machine,
presumgbly 100,000 years in the future. And that 1s the 1last we see
of them.

But, unfortunateiy, not the last of that type of movie.

LA s Skl ottt

There is one movie that I would llke to recommend, though. Despite
1ts title (THE YEAR (or wss it DAY?) MARS IRVADED EARTH, and despilte
the cast (Kent Taylor), it is really a passable movie. It follows the
8tandard plot line most of the way thru, but is reascnably well done.
And the ending, for once, took me almost completely by surprise.

etk "o Lt

We have a haunted eleztric range.

This morning, bev had just turned off the oven and one of the
burners when she yelled at me in the next room: "The stove is burbl -~
ing at mel" Or words to that effeect. I came 1n and listened., Sure
enuf, it was., Not the usual grunking and clinking nolses it makes
when it 1s heating up or-cooling off.

I listened more closely, and could distingulish a voice amidst the
burbling.,

Well, I remember that our record plsyer amplifler once picked up g
nam redio static a couple blocks away. But an eleatric stove?

1 opened the oven. Nothing.

The storage space under the oven. Still nothing.

But_the burbling was still there, with the voice.

50 I put an ear next to the burner...,and reallzed it wasn't coming
from the stove after all. It was coming from agbove the stove! .

fou see, there's this inveried funnel shape above the stove which
is apparently meant te carry away smoke, etec., and 1t pgoes up a couple
feet, then thru a horizontal tunnel s few inches in diameter, and fin-
ally out thru a smsll opening in the wall to the outside . I went out
into the yard; there was the ghost; 4 woman mowlng the yard next door,
with & small chiid following her around gabbling. The noise appgrent-
1y came funneling in thru the smoke diapoeer...

Another §ood mystery down the drain--or up the flue .

48y *49 *E¥$

Saw another double feature today, one, quite surprisingly, worth
seelng. THE HCRROR OF IT ALL is a British horror-comedy-musical with
all British types except for fat Boone. Not hilarious, perhaps, but
amusling, It's gll about American Boone who is trying to marry this
British girl and hes come to "meet her family", which turns out to be
somewhgl Charles Addamsish. Such as the couslin, who looks z 1ittle
like Vampira and whose favorite drink is a bloody mary and favorite
dessert, blood pudding. And the uncle, who has just recently invented
thg electrio light and moving photographs, (The year is spproximetely
1964, by the way.)
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The other half 1s WITCHCRAFT, another
Britlsh one, this one starring Lon Chaney
a8 the loud but rgther ineffectual head
of a witches! coven. 1In this one, an 800-
year--old grave yard 1s being disturbed by
bulldozers that are clearing the land for
a housing development., And one of the
graves dlsturbed belongg to a 17th Century
witch who was buried alive ard has appa-
rently remgined that way ever since. She
proceeds to show the modern coven members
what a reel witch can do--they don't make
'em 1ike they used to!l

In conjunction with this, the ticket
taker passes out to each patron,a "wltch
deflector'., Can't you just see the witch~
€8 careening off you?

=i e

Recommended reading: A FINE AND PRIVATE
FLACE by Peter S, Beagle, Delta Books. If
you like Robert Nathan ahd/or OUR TOWN, you
should 1likxe thls one,.

Its maln characters are: 1) Mr. He -
beck, who lives in g mgusoleum in g York-
L chester cemetary (1t has an Itallan gec-

T tion, a Polish section, a German section,
ete., because it is "nonsectarian but nervoug®.). Mr. Rebeck is
brought food and occasional newspapers and magazines by 2) a raven
who doesn't trust birds and who once spotted a geagull flying around
over Iowa looking for the ocean. 3) Michael Morgan, a ghost whose
body was just buried there, and whose wife is now on trial for his
murder, ) Laura Durand, another ghost. She prpvides half of the
love interest by getting involved with Michael. The rest of the love
interest is 5) Mrs. Klapper, who is alive and continually vislts her
husband's crypt and gets to know Mr. Rebesk, Rebeck, apparently is
the only person who can see ghosts and tglk with them, and play chess
with them, too. The ragven, however, i1s a thoroly cynicsl creaturs
and certalnly *the most interesting character. For instance, when
someone mentions that it's not golng to rain becmuse the birds are
singing, the raven launches into a tirade agalnst the rellability of
birds: "...one morning it was sll gray, like At was golng %o storm
any minute. But I hear the little birds singing and I think, Nah,
my feathered friends wouldn't be out there singing if it was going to
rain. They know what they're doing. So I went out to get bregkfast,
and as soon 22 I was out in the open it rained like hallelujah, breth-
ren. Just sitting up there, waiting until it ocouild get a good shot at
me. And those feathered bastards sang right through it."

Or on the subject of the lost sesgull: "Everytlime he saw water
he'd go fiying down toward it, yelling, 'I found i1t! I found it! !
The poor sonofabitch was Zooking for the ocean, And every time he
spw water, he thought that was the ocean. He didn't know anything
about lakes or ponds..." And finally, when they ssked the raven
what he did to help the searull, "What the hell can you do for a sea-
rull in Towa? I just flew away."
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Received and noted: DINKY BIRD 12 (Berman), RAMBLING ROAMER (Jackson),
HENACE OF THE LASFS (Pelz), THE VENTURE (hmman,.,Bucklin¥), SEMICONDUCT-
OR PRODUCTS WEWSLETTER (Klein), REPLIES, RESPONSES, REACTIONS (lann &
Kusske),

DORIE #1, BASILISK (Nate Bucklin, P.O. Box Y, Dockton, Washington 9£01%)
Both free, I guess., BASIL is a one-sho%; DORIE 1s quarterly, BASIL is
readgble; DGRIE is partly so (the mimeoersphed part), BASIL was undoubt-
edly a great deal of fun to put out; 1t isn't so much fun for the cas-
ual reader, except for James Wright's confession of how he goosed the
N3F by stating that he was a Communist and what were they golng to do
about it? (What dld they do? They psnicked; what did you expect? I
vaguely recall reading his letter and thinking that they were really
getting all sorts of nuts in the club now, but I can't say I was ter—
ribly worried agbout it.) DCRIE seems mainly devoted to the editor's
comments about whether or not love ig pro-survival; evidently Nate has
never encountered the fsct that romantic love is a relatively late in-
vention which is still confined to a minority of mankind. And a card
says that VENTURE may be had from Nate for 20¢; it was put out by a
high school journglism class, and lookg pretty typical.

COGNATE #6 (Rosemary Hickey, 2020 Mohawk, Chicagoe, I1l. 60614) I'm not
sure how this is distributed., but you can always wilte and ask. There's
no price listed, so if you get it at all, it's free. This is partly
comments on ONPA mailings, and partly an account of the Higkey's vaca-
wilon, - ‘ ]

«UERTY #1 (Mats Fc ‘Wikner, leteorviger 11B, Rymébyn, SkAlby, Sweden —
quarterly - no price listed) I must say that Meteor Street is a very
Tannish address. This is an international postry zine; most of the mat-
erial 1s in Swedlsh, but there sre a few Engiish verses and at least 1
German one. liore materigl in English is requesteld for the next issue;
g0, you pecets. Reproduction is excellent: i waa't tell about the dugl-
3wty of the mgterial,

8 F TINES, Y22, 423 (James V, Taurasi, Sv., 1i19-46 27th. Ave., College
Point, New York 1135%) Ther:'s more profcecsional news for them to print
thls time. H, Beam Piper is dead, Ovto Binder is revived, AMALOG is go-
ing digest size, and the Hugo investigating committee needs to be in-
vestigated (I guess that last is more of an editorial than a news item).
Oh yes; thls 1s monthly and costs ih¢. It does keep you up fairly well
on pro news.

OITFERENTIAL #27, 28; FANCOM 2 (Paul Wyezkowski, Box 3372, Station G,
Stawa 3, Ont.,Canada ~ the first is ivregular and 3%:; the latter is

izreggular and free), DIFF is theorsticully %ifood for thought' ~-- tho
I see he's no% above descending %o long puns on oacasion, FANCON is
-~ 1oglcglly -- comments on fandom. Both are dingle--sheet productions;

Qoth ar? well done (If there's one thing I can't stand, 1t's a rare
Tanzine).

iere I have a large mess of stuff which came from Al Lewis, 1825 Green-—
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fileld Ave., Los Angeles, Callf. 90025 - no price or schedule. Most oI
1t seems to concern the Hugo Awards, the WSFS, and the nasty old Lond.u
Committee, and it's written by Lewis, Ron Ellik, Harlan Ellison, and
George Scithers. Now I am used to convention fans behaving like middle -
aged clubwomen, in belng more concerned with proper organization and in
Jockeylng for 1influential positions than in getting a job done. I am ev-
en ugsed to Harlan Ellison behaving like a 6-month-old infant whose bot-
tle has jugt been snatched from him whenever he fails to get something
he wants. But this mess promises to be pretty sickening even by those
standards., Harlan has always been an arrogant little pipsquegk, but 1it-
erary success seems Lo have gone to his hegd. For the record, kiddies,
several years ago a few fans decided that conventions needed a contin-
uous guiding hand, and set up the World Science Fiction Socliety. This
group produced two notagble lawsults, created ags much bad feeling as any-
shing in fandom before or since, and I was under the impression that it
nad been successfully demollshed by the 1961 and 1962 conventions. Ap~
parently not; here are several people demanding that London follow the
USFS rules regarding Hugos, as amended by the rules rammed through at
the Pacificon business session. Some of them even presume to tell ug
what "the overwhelming sentiment of fgndom" is ~- drgwing their conclu -
slong from conventlion business sessions which the overwhelming mass of
fandom never gttends. Sclthers remsins rational; while unhappy over
the London decisions, he points out that it is their convention, and
they have the right to run it as they see fit. (Obviously, fans also
have a right to dlsagree with the way 1t's run, but ecalling up the
London Committee Chalrman at 5:00 AM, or thregtening to withhold the
Hugo awards, is exceeding those righﬁs by a goed long way. Harlan say:
That he never gaid that he was getting the awards withheld —-- but he
never denles having tried to do so. He also says "ingratitude thy naue
.5 fandom" without specifylng what he's ever done that fandom should '
grateful to him. I certainly don't recall anything, and I've been in
fandom as long as he has, Grateful for folding hils YTanzine without re-
turning subscribers! money or contributors' material? Grateful for col--
lecting reprint rights to numerous convention speeches and then never
publishing them? Or just grateful for turning pro and getting out of
our halr for a few years? I'm quite willling to admit my gratltude foi
the last-named.

Look, fellas. Either allow the London Committee to run the conven-
tion /ts own way, the game as US committees do, or tgke that "World®
out of your damned YSFS and make it the National Science Fiction Socie~
ty. And qult trying to pretend that you're the Volice of Fandom, because
you're not, Hobody spegks for fandom. I know it's hard to play power
polities in an anarchy, but that's what you‘re up againat, and I dislike
the ldea of organlzing it juast to make things easler for you.

3 YRACK #73 (Ron Bennett, 52 Fairways Drive, Forest Lane, Harrogate,
Yorkshire, England - monthly - 6 for 35¢, or 6 for 70¢, airmail -- US
Agenlb, me) News of British fans and professionals, plus some US fan

. I enjoy it., Hmm. Here's #72, hiding down in the stack. Same cor
ments, except there 1s also an editorigl vun whether or not SXY 1s in-
sular What-s the difference? Buy an insular fanzine; it wlll make you
reel intellectual.

VIPPLE #72, 72 (Ted Pauls, 1448 Meridene Drive, Baltimore, Maryland
21212 -~ irregular but frequent - 20¢) Ted 1s stlll rolling along with

reasoned and generally reasongble dlscussiona of philosophy znd pol
ities. Very well done,
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N3F Mags (Janie Lamb, Route 1, Box 364, Heiskell, Tennessee 37754 -

dues $2 per year) TNFF gives officlal club news; reports from the direc—-
tors and the 365 bureau heads and suchlike, plus a few ads, TIGHTBEAM

1s the letterzine wherein members vent their spleen on all sorts of
things. (It is also edited by a different member esch time -~ on a vol-
untary basis -- which I suddenly thlnk 18 a shame. Stan Woolston edited
my letter into a much better missive than I originally wrote, and I'q
enjoy havling him as editor all the time.) Numerous other N3IF publica-
tions arrive durlng a year, incidentally.

POT POURRI #34, 35, 36, 37 (John Berry, 31 Campbell Park Ave., Belmont,
Belfzet 4, Northern Ireland - quarterly - no price listeé&) Berry is not-
ed in fandom for hllarious accounts of militery and police affalrs, and
for his "Goon" stories, which many fans feel are superb and which I can
teke or leave. Wuite a few pages here are devoted to fan visits, a sub-
Ject that I feel can be handled quite adequately in a couple of sentences
or at most a paragraph. However, some people like them, Berry does spice
his accounts up a bit with descriptions of old Irish rulns -- but then,
one can write too much about George Charters, too, My favorite in this
lot is the short blography of Frederlck Hervey in #36: England produces
such fascinating oddballs. lMust be the climate. Any fan worthy of the
name should read at lezst some Berry mgterial. .

THE SCARR #6 (George Charters, 3 Lancaster Ave., Bangor, Northern Ire-
land - quarterly - free for comment) This seems the successor of HYPHEN
as Britain's leading humor fanzine, It isn't any better than HYPHEN,but
1t appears oftener and the materigl is quite good, CGeorge 1s a fellow-
lover of that species of bad writing known as "kitsch" -~ a word I
learned from Don Thompgon and which I frequently misspelX. Whatever 1it's
called, it's funny, and CGeorge usuglly has generous samples in SCARR,

ZINGARO #3 (Mark Irwin, 1747 Elmwood Dr., Highland Park, Illinois 60035
~ 25¢ - quarterly) Mark apologlzes for somethling which made me very hap-
PY; & promised con report wss omitted from this lgsue. He requests mat-
erial; thls lissue la gll editor-written. Mostly reviews; books, fanzines,
movies, tvy &

DOUBT #1 (Graham M. Hall, cf/o Tewkesbury Register, 8 High St., Tewkes-
bury, Gloucestershire, England - no prilce 6r schedule) It used to be
that British fanzlnes were either extremely good or extremely bad., This
is sort of in the middle; better than many US first issues, but not out-
standing {tho that's a lovely cover?. In fact, Briagn McCabe's artwork
may well be the best thing about the mag. Material is primarily fictlon,
some of which is.worth reading.

GRYPHON #14 (John Foyster, 4 Edward St., Chadstone, SE 10, Vietoria,
Australlia - monthly -~ for trade or comment) John seems to derive more
pleasure out of printing utterly pointless materlal than anyone else I
can think of. Of course, there is pointed material as well, but most of
hls regular writers are addicted to the use of as many large words as
possible to describe zny given event or idea. (This 18 a Yvery popular
meaps of expression -- look at all the A. Merritt fang -- 1t just 1sn't
populsr with me..)

DOUBLE BILL #11 {B1ll Mallardi, 214 Mackinaw Ave., Akron, Ohio 44313 -
lrregular — normglly 25¢; this issue is larger and costs 50¢) This 1s
by far the best fanzine received this month, but I'm out of room, so
I'11 jJust say 1t's good and you shou’d get an issue sometime, 25
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Wplter Breen, Box 1032, Berkeley 1, Callfornia

About the most convinclng test one could mazke of the propoaition
thet Hugos are of any 1lmportance whatever, let alone that they are
eny' proof of lasting value in a plece of 8tf, 1s to read over the
roster of items which hsve actuaslly won Hugos in each category. BT
had some scathing comments in Pleiades Pimples (Feb. 1960 , reprinted
in Void 22) after doing Just tHat. & few publichers seem to have
gotten the ldea that an author who hae won one or more Hugos can use
the fact as a selling point on the dust Jackets of his next few books.
But this sort of blurb is of undetermingble value, like =zlmost every
other kind of blurb.

Calling Phil Dick's recent novels "van Vogi" type raslses lnterest-
ing questiona. AEvVV seems to hesve speclalized in character develop-
ment of a very pecullar kind: a seemingly ordinary peraon eventually
finds out that he is Someone Very Speclal After All., ({The most noto~
rious instance being Asylum, the story which turned many people away
from AEvV,..) Stories in which msny groups of characters are fol-
lowed eplsodically, or which ilnvolve dozens of themgs and subplots,
are fairly common in mundane and even in gtf were never limlted to
AEvV, Avram Dgvidson, Sturgeon, Heinlein, and many others have used
this technique; Phil Dick has brought 1t to extremes. But have any
of these people been using the *Common Man 1s Revealed as the Grand
Galactic" kind of character development?

Ace originally published JUNKIE many years ago as half of a double-
back item (the flop side being something called NARCOTIC AGENT, which
I couldn't push myself to read beyond gbout page Pwelve); the author's
name was then given as "William Lee" and the ms, seems to have been
somewhat longer than in the present higher-priced editicn. It's a
realistic and merclleesly honest account of what a drug addict's life
ig 11ke. I personally think thet this book has probably kept some
young people away from narcotics rather than attracted them to such
drugs. If sco, Burroughs has performed--however unwillingly or un-
wittingly-—-a soclal service.

"The BT 3-chapter Jokes you refer to are Lez-ettes, of c.

If Ace's best new titles are slightly better than thelr worst re-

nrints, Buck, I might ask 1f you've read THE BLOODY SUN lately?

ZThe fact that
other people have
f written compli~
( ) coted stories does

& -
a5 . S not refute the
T Qk\ o fact thet overcom—
: _1\\\\\‘ plication 1s asseo-
sk e LI ciated with van
Vogt, For that
matter, a few

other people have
wvritten fantasies

-
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about seemingly ordl - o) g,
ngry people who turn- e VA i :
ed out to be Someone
Very Specigl; I re-
call quite g few
by either Hgns
Christian Ander~
gen or The Bros
Grimm, or poss-
ibly both. In
fact, the device
iz more often as-
Boclated with
them than with
van Vogt, tho
I'11l gdmit
he used it
to excess,
Okay; I -~
exaggerated
1n stating that
Ace's worst reprints
were only slightly worae than their
best new books; this 1s an insult to Andre Norton, among others, Of
course, I was considering reprints from recent mggazines, since that
was what the original discussion was about, and this would rule out
all the cresky classics by Hall, Gummings, and Coblentz, But even
5¢, 1%t was an exaggeration; some of Ace's originals are excellent.
( Even so, thelr reprints from recent magazines are, on the average,
better), ‘ RSG/

Donald L. Miller, 12315 Judson Rd., Wheaton, Md., 20906

T would also like to tagke issue with a couple of statements you
made in your revliew of The Gamesman #l. FPFirst, to set the record
stralght, membership in the NIF 1s not required for membership in the
Games Bureau. Bureau membership 1s open to gnyone with gn interest in
board games, regardless of whether or not they belong to or have be -
longed to the N3F, In additlocn, membership is free,

Secondly, you mlssed the point concerning the bit I Ytacked on"
about possible changes in the Jetan rules. The Jetan article by Geo.
Ferpus dealt wilth the original version of Jetan, as describved by Ed-
gar Rice Burrougha in THE CHESSMEN OF MARS. This dates only from the
early 1020's. The rules to the original version are complete, and are
playsble.

But every board game which has ever been invented has gone through
an evolutionary process after its orilginal conception. The version of
Chess played today 1n the Western world, for example, has gone through
many different stages since the first game of Shatranj wss played hun-
dreds of years ago, and At may evolve still further. Even today, many
persons feel that changes and improvements are needed--ss wltness Jap-
ablanca's sponsorshlp of g version of Chess pPlayed on a 10x10 board.
Would you refrain from playing Chess because rule changes are still
belhg suggested? -

In gddition, there are geveral hundred different versions of our
Western Cheas which have been suggested and are now being played by
gamsemen throughout the worid. Every one of these varlations is s
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game in 1ts own right, and several of them have weaned some of my
Chess companions from the regular game, thus joining Go, Shogi, and
Wari in robblng me of Chess opponents. In fect, I would prefer g
good game of Shogi (Japsnese Chess) to g game of Western Chess!
Jetan, as described by Edgar Rlce Burroughs, le @ game in its own
right, and can be played as such. However, it is a relatively young
game, and, as such, still hss a few "rough edges". By throwlhg out
a few i1deas on posslible changes, we are trylng to speed the evolution-
gry process g bit, We hope thst the players wlll glve the varlatlons
a full trial, and wlll make thelr findings known to the rest of the
players. If we ¢an achleve g coneenaus in favor of a change, then
Jetan I1 will be born., If rnot, at least a few variations will be en-
tered 1n the repertory, znd "Pailry Chess" will have a new companion!

Zﬁorry; I flgured club membership was necessary for par-
ticipation in club-sponsored activitles. If not, so
much the better,

Granted; anyone can think up s chess vsriation--in fact,
that's what Burroughs d1d to begin with, However, not
oneg in a hundred chese playera tgkeg these variations
seriously, whlle I got the 1mpression that Jetsn was 1n
for a complete overhaul. RSC/-

John Trimble, 5571 Belgrsve Avenue, Carden Grove, Californig, 92641

~ This 13 probably belng mailed off much too late to catch the up-

coming Yandro, but I'll mgke a2 atab anyway. Maybe you can put it in
the nextish,

Belng in the process of' Co-Chalring s Westercon at preeent, and
in the pesltion of looking toward a poseible L.A, Worldcon bld in the
not-too-distant future, I read the articles by George Scithers and
t ..., Busby with much interest. '

I cannot ggree more with George on the ldea that the WSFS uninc
rules should be followed a8 closely gs possaible by the committees who
pld for and run the Worldcons. With him, I d:plore the bendilng and
breaking that several past (ahd,of course, the present) committees
.have engaged in, The only way that the sort of informal common law
system such as the WSFS constltutlon and by-laws are cef function 1la
by welght of precedent.. Most of the prededent that has been set so
far (since Pittcon), hae been toward ignoring the rules, except where
compliance with them has suited the commlttee. '

' And this situgtion, of course, plays right into F.M, Busby's thesls;
we've had. too much bending and breaking, snd the Syrecuse in '66 bid
will be the final straw., This is z strong possibility, but I don't
think that 1t 1s all so terribly probgble that we can't consider an-
other outcome in Jungcy.

There is a poasibllity that slnce there 1s a provision in the WSFS
sules for advahcing the rotation schedule by dropping one sector, the
_ Byracuse bid--if successful--might be the exceptlon that proved the
rule which we're always hearing sbout. If Syracuse was successful in
1ts bld, and then proceeeded to abide by all the WSF8 rules, thils
provling sxception hypotheels might come true. I realize that this 1s
probably an overly optimistlc attitude...but, I guess I'm lncurable.

Now ag To the whys of what Los Angeles support there 1g for the
Syracuse bid, that's s matter pretty well divorced from any hypothe-
slzing I've done above. Most of the actifen in L.A. have become per-
gonally acqualnted with Dave & Ruth Kyle and Jay Kay Kleln through at-
tending cona, and from the formers' visits to Scuthern California al-

28 -~



most yearly. We know these people, and you kinda get to feeling that
you can trust people you know and 1like. = And the Syrscuse bunch has
been pushing their bid; they:re animated about 1t.

The mid-West, on the other hand, can't seem to make up its mind.One
minute it was Cleveland who was going to bld, then it was Detroit; And
then neither of them seemed very lnterested, Now Cleveland claims rip-
roagring interest again. And, after the several contradictory stories
about why Jason d1d.or did not want to continue making the Hugos, eto.,
many of us don't feel too trusting toward Mr. Jason. And we don‘t know
too much about his committee, except that one member of it 1s 1in the
Army now.

This 1s not %o disparage the Cleveland group; they may be flne peop-
le who'd put on a real going con. But, so far there docesn't asecem to be
much sign of 1t., In fact, there didn't seem to be anything but apathy
from the mid-West until the Kyles and Klein announced thelr intention
of "splicing things up a bit!".

Dave Kyle is well~known and liked in England, and that's where the
voting will be held. Now, if I were fhe Cleveland bunch, I'd sure have
started before this to publicize my bid, and to build up as much e.ppor
among Anglofen and Amerifen who'!ll be making the trip over to the con
as I could possibly obulld. :

Good luck to both groups. And Los Angeles in '67 or 168, depending.

. /X'm sure that rules and regulations help to make for g
smaoth-running organization. But I have yet to hear a
good reason why fandom should be either organized or
smooth-running. I'm mildly in Tavor of the Rotation
Plan, but scrapping it won't kill the conventions, or
fandom. I gee ho reason whatever why conventions can't
pick whatever Hugos they damned well please. It's the
award of the convention. If some authors would like
Yo Lave it made inte Blg Business, that's thelr tough
luck. If they can make a profit out of our award, more
power to them, but their profits don't entitle them to
decide who gets the award, (I know; you didn't say any-
thing about the Hugo. I'm still annoyed that Harlan
could talk so many suckers into zoing along with him;
1t's a result of these delusions I get gometimes that
fans really are dlfferent from mundane status-seekers.,
It's nothing to do with your letter. ) RSG/

Jay Kay Klein, 219 Sabine St,, Syracuse, N.Y,, 13204

George's account of convention continuity, Hugo awards, and site-
pleking 1s exceptionally valuable—-because 8o little has appeared on
the subject. I certain.y go along wilth the thesis that rules and pro-
cedures adopted by am open vote of membership form the basils for world-
con continuity. Really, the only difficulty with adopted methods of
procedure 1s their publiclzing, so that members of fandom are avare
wnat has been done and what the impliczstions are for conduct of future
conventions,

I do feel that there has been an unfortunate tendency to 1let matters
drif't until some crigis threatens and then everyone attempts to stick
his fingers in the breach gt the last moment, wlth resultant confusion
and even hasty adoption of rules that lagter defy revision until new
problemg Joom ageln to break the bottle-neck of inertia.

Myself, I think fandom at large should become better acquainted with
worldcon rules adopted i1n the past and glve them gome study. Even with
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the best intentlons, some of these rules have turned out in the long
run to be unbeneficial. Thus, with an attempt at reguletlng the con
gelections in an equitable fashion, the present RBotation Rule has
acted as a tidal brake, slowlng down and finally stopping the spirited
bidding competition which engendered the rule in the flrst place.

' All in all, George's account 1s,well-bBalanced and accurate to my
knowledge in all partlculars except one small point. And at that, I
don't think it's George's error. He speaks of the bldding effort at
the 1952 Worldcen to secure '53 for Phlladelphla as "a spur-of-the-
goment thing." This is a conclusion drawn from Bob Madle's abbrevia-
ted account in Convention Annual #3. Actuslly, I think there were
nineteen (not fifteen) Philadelphia delegates at. Chicon II, Whatever
the exact number, they did attend with the understgnding they were
Fhiladelphla deleggtes worklng for a ‘53 con.

Buz'e grticle is alsc a reasoned, congldered plece of writing,
though necessarlily dealing more with matters of opinlon and "political
theory" than wlith facts of history. Thls is all to the good, since a
prime reeson for the Syrgcuse worldebn bid 1s the re-introducing into
fandom of competition and interest in the procesedings. Worldcon sel-
ection 1s g matter of opinion, and 1t is a matter of oplnlon which con-
vention commlttee and site have the most to offer fandom,

"~ That competition and interest in con bldding have been declining is
not a matter of opinion. It is an historical fact. That the same cil-
ties. even, are tending to repeat and repeat 1s an historlcal fact.
That "votlng" for a worldcon site has become g farce is an historical
fact~-how can anyone “vote" for g single, lone candidate?

*t may be a matter of oplnlon whether or not thls situation 1s good
for fendom, whether lack of competition and decllining excitement over
tne selectlon 1s preferable te winding up each yesr with one or more
"losers", Buz indicates he fecls-this way, and marshals a number of
valld, reesonable arguments for his opinion., The fact ?hlstorical, of
courge) that biddere' partles.have disappeared ia in 1tself not vitgl
—-but 1t 1s a symptom of the c.vglier regard with which a single, un-
contested -bidder may view his cgptlive "voters®y? O

I'11-2Gpit 1t 1s tough tc spend 8o much time preparing a bid without
being certaln that you will after all receive the con. And a falr

: amount of maoney can
go down the draln, too,
Unless, of course,this
year's effort could be

| u."l ; applled towsrd next
o 10 —=——=—=——"" year's blading agaln.
e w—— - _And that 1s where the
ok e, 2 Retatlion Plan thwarts
‘ T e e would-be bidderg--no
BiAskiosline oot : one can bulld up mom-
s = : entum and utilize the
s libe Lt ol ) good-~will and publi-
e T y city for gnother try
e / in a reasonable period
‘ of time.

It is my opinion
that nothing 1is llkely
to seem worthwhille un-—
less 1t is fought for,

L and difflcult to gt-
Sanders ' tain. The leas com-




petition, the llkelier it is fans wiill
shy away from the burden of putting on
a con. Until, as Buz cites the rules,
a con group is more-or-less drafted

to hold the con as a2 duty. And

then what? B

Ah gdded feature of competi-
tion is the availagbil-.
1ty of "second sourc-
ing®. With competi-
tion, if one bidder
should have to with-~
draw at the last min-
ute, or having won
the bid be forced
to cancel, another
group is ready and
eager to go, So
far, gs Buz points
out, this has not
occurred, But it
could--and that is
one of the consider-
ations I hope fandon
wlll think about,and
which Buz's article
hasg brought to its
attentlion.

Buz's viewpoint may possibly be a majority viewpoint in fendom. If
a careful, thoughtful consideration of its implications are made, and
site selectlon continued in the Tuture as in the recent past, I'1l go
along with the crowd and hope for the best. With the polnts ralsed by
the Syracon bid, though, i1t would seem likely at the least that the
Rotatlon Rules so eleggntly codified by George Scithers would come un—
der close scrutiny.

I am glad that though Buz equates settling aside the geographlcal ro-
Lation as tantemount to a "grab", he grants me the benefit of bellev -
ing in my sincerity. Still, the title "Stand By to Repel Boarders'
does seem a bit suggestive. Fortunately, the Syracon committee is
working within the regulatlon of the Hotation Ruleg, which make pro -
vlsion for out-of-turn competition. The neceaslity of achleving a
three~-quarters majority vote in order to make the bid does mgke it
rather tough. We hope we have the 'untapped resources of enerpgy and
enthusiasm” Buz speaks of. I do have enough feith in democrstic rro-
cedures of voting to beileve "grabs! are not likely to sueceed, snd
tuat the only successful "grab" is likely to be performed by an uncon—
tested group ctherwise not 1ikely to recelve fandom's votes. In any
event, the Syracon committee is no- "breaching the Rotation Plan", but
18 merely working within the ruies in an uphlll, competitive fight——
within the regulations presented by George Scithers., Any "breaching!'
done will be st a legally convened Business Seasion at which the Rota-
tion Plan may bz modified, amended, or replaced if it is the desire of
the members

Cn these points, I should 1like to quote from an article James
V. Taurasi wrote for Convention Annugl #°:

"One thing that I personglly thlnk was real bad for future science

fiction fandom was the business meeting of the Chicago Convention,

- - 31




This was rallroaded through, It was also the shortest business ses-
aion on record. The long drgwn-out fights of o0ld over the next con-
vention sites mey have driven the fans crazy, but 1% was democracy at
work. This demdcracy wae missing at the Chicago worid conventlon.Now
don't get me wrong, there was nothing illegal or tyrannical sbout the
affair. It wags on the up-and-up., Of this I'm. sure, but much was last
in "written Dids" malled in days, weeks before, and in the lack of a
convenient time for the business session, This is bad, very bad, and
should be done sway with. The business session should be held 1in the
evening and one and g1l should hsve a chance toO place motlons before
the ccnvention, and bids should be placed at the con business sesslons,
without any advance written bids. It may make for a long drawn-out
tiresome affair, but i1t is the best way to do it and the most democra-
tic. Let fans fight smong themselves in each city and then let the
winner of that city make his bild., Let any and all persons with a solid
following make thelr bids and let the fang at the business sesslon de-
cide whom they want for the next year. Thls is the regl way 1ln my
opinion, All other items before the convention should be voted on the
same way., An open, gbove-bogrd form and an open, above-board buslness
session 1g needed at world conventlons before 1t loses all meaning and
the world cons become extinct.'

We had hoped that announcing s Syracuse interest in re-establilshing
competition—even if we had to bid ourselves—-would result in arousing
the competitive spirit of fans 1n the area scheduled for geographlcel
consideration in '66, At the Pacificon II, Syracon committee co-chalr-
man Jave Kyle announced 1n the Business Sesslon that 1f serlious con -
tending bidders from the Midweat would emerge, Syracuse would defer
until '67. By Mserilous" Dave contrasts against the joke Virgin Islands
bid at the Pacificon, which incidentslly was receliving so many votes
that members of the committee went around reguesting voters to lower
t* .ir hands. I suppose the novelty of having a contest went to the
fens' heads. It is presumed, of course, that no fans would start a
“fake" bid merely to cause a Syracuse withdrawal.

We wish the only other announced bidder, Cleveland and chalrman Ben
Jason, good fortune. Support given our opposition will benefit fandom,
and not take away anything from us. The problem would 1lle 1in gpathy
over what was happening at the next Worldecon. Fortunately, there's
not 1likely to be much apathy thls year, at Loncon II.

- /First, let's see some proof that the Rotation Plan 1s the
cause of recent lack of bidding; I can thirk of several
equally plausible reasons. .Second, let's see some proof
that lack of bldding has done zny harm. Third, if you are
operating within the Plan's provisions, why do you need 1o
attack 1t in the first place? (Fourth, has Dave Kyle learned
anything since the last New York con? I'm not goling to
withhold support just becsuse Kyle is on your commlttee,
but he wgs ‘the chailrman of the most spectscular flop 1n
modern convention history. I don't know that any of 1t was
his feult——but I don't know that 1t wesn't his fault, elther,)
If Taurasi (and Madle) think that the on~-the-spot mass hy-
asteris of "spilrit bidding" is superior to calm declsions,
they!re welcome to theilr opinions. I'm not with them. RSC/

Ben Jason, 3971 East 7lat Street, Cleveland, Chio, L4105
IT seems that the New York fans were going over the Rotation Rules a8
peased at the Discon and suddenly realized that 1f the Plan is set aslde for
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Syracuse that the next convention will wind up on the West Coast, Here
1s the rule and let's substitute the actual cities alongslide the let-
ters used in the example: '

3.03 Convention sites shall be rotated among the divisions in the
order: West, Central, East. The bids of locationg tc hold a convention
shall only be considered and voted on if they lie within the geograph-
lcal division whose turn it 1s! except that the rule of rotation may
be set aside By a vote of three~-fourths voting on the location of the
next convention. 1In the event of such setting aside, rotation shall
be resumed the following year, For eXample, 1f the order of rotgtion
1s A;B;C, end 1f 1t is L's (Midwest of Cleveland-Detrolt-Cincinnati in
this case) turn but the convention 1s glven to g location in B {Syra-
cuse—-they use the letter C but I have substituted the correct sequence
of letters), then C (the West Coast--in probgbility Los Angeles) the
divislon which was neither get aside nor awarded the convention, shall
be eligible next,

The above geems clear enough and is probably what the West Cogst is
counting on and which is why they have such a confident attltude tnat
the con will return to them. However, the question arises whether the.
Plan can be set zslde two or more times in a row? There are two in-
teresting sides to this. (1) If Syracuse should succeed in having the
Plam set aside, can the loger rebid the following year in the same man
ner? (2) On the other hand, if the Midwest wins, can Syracuse, (and
they do indicate that they are interested in a rebid for 1967) Balti-
more, and New York City bid?

What do you think?

The back of thls flyer indlcates that the Midwest is a two clty bid.
but the situation changes rather rapidly. The Cinclnatti Fantasy
Group asked if they could joln us and make it a Tri-City bid. Told
them that I would have to check with Detrolt first snd the answer came
a few days ago. Detroit said okay, so 1t's a Tri-City bld offielally.
A strong, unified bid. Besides the wealth of convention experienced
members from all 3 citles, we have five (5) ex-con chalrmen on the of-
Ticlal committee: George Scithers (Parllamentariasn & Costume Bgll Ar—
ranger), Don Ford, Fred Prophet, Roger Sims, and Noreen Shsw. Quite
possibly a sixth con-chailrman may join, The Cuest of Honor accepted
several months ago, the hotel has been decided upon--but this may be
changed due to the large number of new hotels and motels beilng built
in the downtown district. All of these will be ready by conventlon
time, 80 1t may be that we may have s convention 1n g brand new hotel
or motel. Most of the program is solidly set and we are trying to
ceme up with something completely different. Room rates will be low,
much lower than the past 3 or 4 cons, the banquet price will be lower
and the food mey be better, although I don't hold any hopes for that.
The Huges nazturally won't be a problem,

White TIfm at it, rumors hgve been flying that I intend withholding
the awards from various cons (Loncon II, Syracon, etc.). There ie¢ no
veuth in the rumor, and there is a very simple explanation. Since 1t
1s the convention commlttees who pay for the Hugos, 1t follows (quite
logically, I think) that the Hugos are not mine to withhold or give
away. Right?

/If a Cleveland Committee couldn't stick together when
composed of more Or less jocal fans, I shudder to think
what willl happen between now and '6é6 with 5 ex-chairmen
on the committee, (I prefer not to say "ex-con" chalr—
men; 1t has such unpleasant connotations.) However,
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that, thank God, 1s your worry..As far as I can see, as
long as the rules don't specifically prohibit an actlon,
the action 1s legal. (And even if the rules do prohlblt
it, any number of fang can find all sorts of thlngs wrong:
with the rules.) I am giad to gee Cleveland getting out
gome information; this was the first news I had heard of
the group since the informal committee discussion 1in our
11brary last July. Apparently the group isn't simply 1ly-
ing dormant, as a number of fans have assumed, R3C/

Joe Hensley, 2315 Blackmore, Madison, Indlana

I can't reeall why we used a pseudanym on "Dark Conception®. We did
three stories while Alex was here, one of which I 1liked much better
than DC. lMeredith still has that one, but he returned DC to me and I
sent it on to Alex, who then sold it. All three of the storles were
done under the name Louis J.A. Adams, Lou (is) being my middle name,
Adams being Alex's, J. my first initizl and A., Alex's. Ted White is
using DC in the next Best from F&SF anthology, which made Alex and I
both happy. He did the first draft on the thing and then 1 bittered
1t up. (Alex that 1s; DC that 1s.)

T rather 1iked Harlan's "The Glass Hand". I thought it was head
and shoulders above the normgl Outer Limits story.

Say, they must be digming this Burroughs in the second hand book
merts, I was in one in Cincy not too long ago. I picked up some mint
Bradbury firsts for a buck a copy. Beat up ERB's were golng for from
four to ten bucks a copy. Tsk, tsk. I cut my teeth on Burroughs, hut
I certainly wouldn't want to do that apgain. In Indiangpolis, to com-
pound the felony, I got a copy of SYULL FACE & OTHERS, with dust wrap -

per, paying $4 for same. Once agein ERB's were higher. “hich must
prove something,

Georpe . Price, 483 Cornella Avenue, Chicag® 57, Illinols
Ted White wants to know (Yandro 1%3) if we would have had "any mora.
or cthical ripht to lnvade Guba? - I say, yes, certainly.
The baslc consideration 1s that a de facto state of war exists be-
I tween the Communist pow--
ers and zll non-Communiss
powers. This 1s by choice
of the Communists, and
will continue as long as
they imagine themselves
to have a right—-indeed,
a duty--to forcibly im-
pose thelr system upon
the whole world., Then,
in sheer self defense,
i we hsve a right——1indeed,
.~ a duty--to do what we
\ can to reduce thelr pow--
\ er, lncluding armed con-
Tlict where tactically
Jand strateglcally 1indi--
cated. Invasion of Cuba
would be no more Yagres--
e g3t , sion" than was the D-Day
WL ' invasion; it would be
e repelling an aggregsor,
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The Korean War, the Malayan up-
rising of ten years ago, the Viet~
namese War, the Venezuelan revolt,
etc., should not be considered sep-
arate wars; they are individugl
battles in the one war of Commun -
ism ggainst civiilzation. This war
is no less real for being formally
undeclared, So the question is
not: should we go to war with the 4
Communists? It ie, how should we
prosecute the war that we are al-
ready in? (To satlefy the legal
formalities, we should declare war
agalinst Cuba; say, about five min-
utes before the invasion fleet
crosses  the three-mile 1imit.)

Morality should indeed be ob-
served in the dealings of ngtions,
as of individuals. But in what does international morality consis:?
Wwell, 1t is basically the same as personsl morality. Nations, 1llke
individuals, should neither commit nor submit to aggression. War is
the international equivalent of personal fighting; the morazlity of it
depends on the purpoge. It i1s wrong for g robber to attack a cltizen,
but it is ripght for the citizen to shoot a robber. And ocnce a man
has demonstrated, by committing mrimes, that he is a danger to other
people, the police pick him up and put him away, even though he may
not be indulging in crime at the evaet moment they srrest him. That,
on the internatlonal scale, Justifies our taking action against the
Communists on our own initiative instead of ecting only in response to
thelir overt aggressions, They'‘ve long since demonstrated that we won't
be ssfe until thelr power is drastlcally reduced. They are, as :you
might say, habitusl criminals.

As lir. White remarks, most of us are brought up to believe War Is
Bad. I suggest that much confusion has arisen because of g failure to
distingulish between the two meanings of Bad: "palnful' and "immoral".
War is always pslnful--so sre surgical operations without anesthetic--
but that is not proof of immorality.

A further confusion ig caused by the fact that nations deal with
€ach other in a state of anarchy. There is no internationgl law; what
1s called Internstional Law is really only custem, becsuse there is no
enforcing agency. The so-called Internstilonal Courts arz only advis-
ory boards, not real courts; thelr status ls comparable to that of a
marriage counselor, not a-divorce court. So where the private clitizen
can turn to the polics for aid against aggression, nstions must teke
their defense into their own hands, because there sre no otaer hands.

‘The reason for opposing the Communists is certainly not that they
are "Godless atheists". As long as they are not sggressive about it,
their athelsm shouldn't matter. But in fact they are not asthelsts at
#ll; Communism is an evangelical and fanatlc religion. Read Max Dast-
men's "Reflections on the Failure of Socialism", Chppter 7. Marx:ist
theory abounds. in teleological notions and, in Eastman's words, pic-
tures man "not as an independent power, but as s constituent. part of
the superhumanly ordained movement of the universe,.. The universe of
dlalectic materialism—~to put it briefly--is a pantheistic God masquer
ading as matter, and permitting Himself under that disguise forms of
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of conduct that no God honestly named and 1dentified could get away
with in a civilized world." See also Poul Anderson's THERMONUCLEAR
WARFARE, Chapter 9. As an agnostic, verging on stheism, I must op-
pose the Communists precisely to prevent them from imposing their
foul religion on nme.

/T think the Cuban problem has been complicated by the
Bay of Pigs fisaco. VWhether or not we had 2 right to
attack, doing it under false colors and then getting
both (a) found out and (b) decisively whipped leaves
a remsrkably btad stench. I think the government was
quite right to refrain from further gction once that
had happened. However, there 1s no particular need
to refrain from further action indefinitely--the main
consldergtion would be to give other Latin American
notions time to reallze that Cuba 1s a threat to them.

Because that's where the threat is; not directly to us.)
There is no point in winning Cuba and losing South Am-
erica, especiglly when the governments in guestion are--
most of them, anyway--not pro-Communist but simply (and
for good reagons) against the U.3. (I started to say
"enti-American', but that's llke the old joke of the
man asking the Arad 1f he was anti-semitic.) On the
other hand, we don't want to allow Cubgn-bgsed revolu-
tlonaries to get too much influence in those govern -
ments befeore we hlt. There are too many variable fac-
tors for any ordinary citizen to be able to say "we
ghould do this now" -- he doesn't have enough informa-
tion, RSC/

Alexel Panshin, 2515 Arrowheasd Rd., Okemos, Michlgan

“The cover of THE UNIVERSE AGAINST HER (and how's that for a para-
noid title?) looks more like a CGaughan than an Emsh, to me at least.

I do too submit to John Campbell. When I firgt started writing
gtorles several years ago, I'd get them back from Campbell in six
weeks with a rejection slip. Then it was somewhat longer with a .
letter that said, %Gee, boy, I like your style of writing. Try us
again.L I have asbout five coples of thie one, and Joe Hensley
siowed me a letter he had from Campbell from 1952 or 1954 that sald the
the same thing, word for word., Latterly, 1t takes three months to
hear and I get a somewhat more individusl letter, What this means
1e that I submit to Campbell last or close to it., Other people 4o
buy my stories, so several have never gotten as far gs Campbell., I
do too submit to John Campbell: perhaps twlce g year when I'm feel-
ing genial (on my birthday, and on my anti-birthday).

FZSF, by the way, takes elx weeks as s usual thing, and I'm ex-
gecting t0 hear any day on a plece they've had for two months plvs.

don't mind: the Army taught me patienee (suppressed growl).

/T thought it was more of a pornographic title, myself.RSC/

Robert E. Briney, 176 E. Stadlum Drive, West Lafayette, Indiana,47906
T got the latest Megazine of Horror in Chicago. Also found the
third of the "Barton Werper" Tarzan things, which hadn't as yet shown
up on the stends here. I even read one of them while I was home. (My
mother read. it first, and she lgughed gll the way through it. I had
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to find out what was so funny. I daid. Tt opens with this scene in

8 Jungle clearirg, see, where Tarzan and Jane have gone to shack up
eut in the trees. He gets sidetracked by a challenge from the leader
of a tribe of apes, and while he is busy strutting around and exchang-
ing lnsults wilth the ape, Jane 1s joined in her tree by the gpe's wife
The female ape 1s pregnant—-she 1s about to have a "pup'"--and she and
Jene compare notes on morning sickness...)

Dan Mannix does hove other interests than sex orgies and devil wor-
ship...Hsve you read bis {supposediy) autobiographical MEMOIRS OF 4
SWORD SWALLOWIR? ]

The latest Airmont pb seems tu be Blish & Lowndes' THE DUPLICATED
HAN. The szame chopped-up version that Avalon published, unfortunately
One thing puzzles me about Y14%: why the free two-page ad for the

Burroughs Bibliophiles (Barr's "article", I mean)?

I discovered ;5 surprising thing when I was in Muskegon, the likes
of which I had never heard before There is a clty ordinance in Mugk~
egon whlch makes 1t 1llegal for anyone under the =zge of 19 to smoke
cigarettes (or clgars or a pipe! on the street or in g public place,
And what's more, the law 1s enforced! There are frequent mentions in
the local paper of warnings, arrests, referral to Juvenlle court,etc,
Retallers who knowingly sell clgerettes to minors are also liable to
prosecutlon. ;

/Ty Christmas spirit pot the best of me; I even felt
kindly towards Burroughs. Sword swallowing in the
Baum basement? That doesn't sound any more plausible
than sex orgles, somehow... Peraonally I think to-
bacco companies should be required to¢ put a skull and
.erogsbones on the package, after which sales cauld be
made to znyone over. 1% years old, If people want to
take chances with their lives, that's their business,

‘as_long gs they don't take other people with them,
like. our idiot gute drivers. The age 1imit of course

"' is arbitrary, but there has to be zdme legal bregkoff
between kids who don't know enough o come in out ef
the rain and aduits (who generally don't, elther, but_
who are supposed to), RSC/

Fhallip K. Dick, 3929 Lyon Avenue, Cplland 1, California

“"Tﬁgnﬁg Tor Yendro 113. Being egocentric beyond the ordinary, I
Look special note of Ted White's comments on page -26 dealing with my
several worzs. Hit ‘em again, Ted! Wowle! Gosh gee! IKte. However,
peexling up through the fine, civil.zed comments of Ted, there is gz
Taint and ghostly pale image of some prlor comment by one Terry Carr,
words not Kiown %o me but evidently ciaiming—-in error, as Ted go
keenly poin%s out--thagt my novel THE SIMULAGRA wes wrltten after the
Kennedy assgssirstion. Now Terry, whoever you pre, wherever you are,
glther over here or in London you know perfectiy well that the novel
Was written before that moment. The story on which the novel is baaed
was written in February of 1963: it was so0ld to Amgzing in September
of that yeer and was supposed to be the cover gtory——but due to the
assassination 1t was instead buried in the back -of Fantastic and got
no cover. The novel(called by me, as Ted says, THE FIRST LADY OF
EARTH, changed by Ace to THE SIMULACRA) was written in July 1963, and,
as Ted says, was 1n his hands well before November 22, Nor were there
any changes made in 1lt--at least by me or to my knowledge by anyone gt
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A gll--at any later time.
b 5 I can't for the 11fe of me imagine why
Terry would clsim that the novel was written
after the gssasslnation; had it been, I
would be Open to the Jjust charge of trying
to gain from that dreadful event,
o of making use of it for fun and
G profit. God in heaven. VWell,
L Terry: 1lots of luck. And try
agaln (no hard feelings; you have
a pretty wife, and that mskes you
A-one in my book. And gay hello to
Carol).

/T sent him the mag containing your
letter, Terry, so you don't have
to, RSC/

Jamea Sleper, S74-W20660 Field Dr, Route 2,
Mugkego , Wiscongin

] i Juanita's suggestion regerding the Big Dol-
&y F phin Fund atrikes me as both nglve and too unsubtle,
v 3 Kids, supposing they blt, would soak their parents for
f f the dough, and the latter would resent such a second-

1 hand hard sell.

| 1 Fle! Christmas 1s an annual Holiday of the Western
S| world regardless of religilous affiligtidn., Don't you know
/ / lots of non~Christlians and even militant athelsts who cele-

i / brate 1t some way or snother? I understand that the early
./  Church deliberately chose a holiday celebrated for non--

;_/” Christian reasons. I think I comprehend why, but, er, can't
[ pin 1t down right now. And If I stop and try to flgure it

g out, I'll probably lose my enthualasm for writing...

Again, fle! I like Mannix. He has a taste for the off-
beat in subjects. Remember his plece on glant spiders in

ok True some tlme ago?

b Pickering's fiction was far better than I've yet seen in
- Yandro, However, I lack the terminology to say Jjust what I
megn, Sigh. 1 almost passed it up, guessing the event in
advance, Everybody seemg to find alien spaceships in the
Bible these days.

Ted White disgusts me. Hlg attacks on Derek Nelson and Rev, Moor-
head, neither of whom I agreed with, are quite unwarranted., He doesn't
even give reasons for belleving Moorhead to bs phony, etc., which makes
it merely namecalling. In my time I've come up against people wha'd
justify such epithets; but the sins and shortcomings of Nelson and HMoor-
head are so mild in comparison with them that I can only conclude thgt
White must 1live an exceedingly sheltered and innocent 1life, 1if he thinks
that such harsh terms apply. More likely he operastes on the questiongble
premise that anybody he deesn't 1ike personally, Just plaln must be evil,
dirty, nauseating, et. al.

Despite such a prejudicing start, I must agree with White's moral ar-
gument, (Fancy a bohemian espousing morals. Or did the bohemians drum
him cut of their movement so that's he's promoting morality Jjust to splte
them?) Us big nations slmply have no right to invade 1ittle ones merely
becesuge the latter csll us hasty names, Nor do we have any right to at-
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tempt to overthrow an unfriendly government unless there's definite
reason to belleve it's without its peoples consent...and even then the
morality is dubious. (Whoops...I mean unless the government 1s in pow-
er without the people's consent, i.e. dictatorships.) And, in view
oT the range of -Russian missliles, I don‘t see that 1t makes too much
difference if they're fired from Siberiz or Cuba.

On the other hand, I don't see that kicking Castro in the seat of
the pants would precipitate a nuclear war. Not even then (1962). and
certalnly not now that Castro‘s too much an embarrassment to the Reds,
Castro's merely a useful tool for troublemaking; but his usefulnesgs to
them will cease if he provokes us 1nto war; 80 why bother helping him
then? They'd Just make lote of loud noises about imperlalist aggressio
and ship Cuba all their old Stalin statues to throw at the enemy -

I also agree with White in that governments are, or rather were,
amoral; but are lnclining more and more towards mors)l rules in their
policy...a practlce probably inspired by our own success as a netion

founded upon hi%hly moral principles. (Note that I don't say we were -
highly moral. . -

/[Giant epilaers in the Buum basement? Naah. RSC/

Ben Solon, 3915 N. Southport, Chicago, I1linois, 60613

Steve Barr's article on ERB fandom (which I intensely dislike) just
goes to show how right Hitler was when he sald: "I you tell someone,
gomething, no matter how preposterous, often enough and in as many 4if
ferent ways as possible, eventually they'll come to believe it." In
other words, a few jerks like Vern Corlell keep telling everyone how
great ERB was and presto, a lot of people ' : :
start ktelieving it, I would be willing to
bet that g lot of the people who think Bur-
roughs was g great writer wouldn't think
80 if they had discovered him on their own.
Personally,; I enjoy reading Burroughs, but-
I sure as heck won't let anyone tell me the
stuff he wrote was "great literature".

Burroughs was a writer, pure and simple,
not an artist, Great writing is an art,
and damn little sf and fantasy 1s . great
literature. The stuff Burroughs wrote was
Intended to mgke money and entertain the
readers, nothing more. = Burroughs succecd--
ed at thls because, at the time he started
writing, the msterlal he presented was un-
1que, and after a few years. he was an es—
tabllshed "name" and could sell almost
anything he wrote——s 1g Robert A. Hein -
lein. The fortune that ERB fanatics are
always pointing to gs proof of their id-
0l's greatmess ag a writer was made large-
ly from movie and radlo royalties. You
see, ERB was a pretty clever guy even Af
he wasn't a great writer; he never sold
the movie and radio rights to Tarzan, -he
Just rented them out and kept a piece of
the ple for himself.

Ted White‘s srticle brings up ah ilmpor-
tant point: should world issucee be regarded




in moral terms? Amd if not, why not? . Well, to start off with, the
beet reason for not regardlng world lssues 1n moral terms 1s the fact
that the Communists have discovered an limportant: truth which the free
world has long ignored-—that there.gre no morals in politics, That's
why the Reds are winning the ¥etruggle for men's minds" all over the
vorld. They don't preach about right and wrong, they just put food
in the bellies of thoge that could use a square meal., And belleve me,
food is mightier than all the speeches about the "eviis of Communism"
ever spoken. If the free world 1s to survive, 1t must gtop being so
~high~toned abhd reach the people of the underdeveloped countries be -~
fore the Reds do., The current messg in the Congo illustrates this

- point very well: Belgium was "in" the Congo for over two hundred
years and did glmost nothing to improve the lot of the natives. After
World Yar 11, the .Communists persuaded the free world that holding
colonlies was wrong, and Belgium, France, England and the other colo-
nial powers started to abandon their colonial putposts gnd give them
their freedom. A freedom for which, in mghy cases, they weren't
ready. As goon as the colonial powers relaxed their vigilance, the
-Reds started subverting, and you can see the results today in your
newspaper.

/T doubt that Coriell and oohorts have that much to do
with it. Almost everyone makes a constant attempt to
bolster hig ego (since he doesn't have much of one to
begin with). If he iikes a particular author, this is
enough to mgke him consider the author "good%: if the
author 1sn't good then our protagonist has poor taste,
and he can't admit thpt, even to himself. So he de -
fends his cholces with all his might. Very few people
can say *that stinks, but I like it anyway". (This
self-justification and self-rightequsness 1a part of our
emotional heritage that second-raste authors are always
telling us is more important than reason and logic.)RSC/

Bennis Lien, Lake Park, Minnesota

Also got a Burroughs Bibliophile mailing today, for the Tirst time
in Lo, these Many Moons. You're missing something by not belonging,
you know? Like a detailed synopsis of TARZAN ON MARS, by Stu Byrne,
which is an unpublished pastische,(not parody) which the BB may print
up, for members only (the outside worild would confuse 1 i ap§E§ent1y,
with the Sacred Writings themselves. This agrticle was written long
before Werper's "Gold Star originals"--though not, I suspect, very-—-—
appeared, so already outdated, Can't walt to see what the BB hgs
to say about Werper (well, I know what one BB ggid about him. Is
there any more damngbly faint pralsy phrase in the English language
than "sort of interesting?)

I like John Astin on "The Addams Family", too, but have no ob -
Jectiong to the rest of the cast. I never thought of Astin as a
young Groucho Marx, though; to me he looks like Frnie Kovaks and scts
llke George Burns.

I'nm glad you liked "Freechans Farustead"-- the more I read it, the
less I do. I wrote 1t in a uwhite heat of dlsgust after finlishing the
disjointed, unsubtle and unsatlsfying original and produced, I think,
a dlsjointed, unsubtle, and unsatlisfying parody. Perhaps I could pass
that facet off as deliberate, or perhaps not.

Yandro 142--the cover was nice, though I had a confused idea that
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Yandro had merged with Amra when I first saw it.

ots of books that I wish Ace (or someone) would reprint, GCeorge
Wells tells me that Pyramid is considering DRACULA'S GUEST (Stoker
and THE POISON BILT (Doyle) -~ all very well, no doubt, but why does-
n't someone reprint Howard? Ace did CONAN THE CONQUERGR in 'H&, but
the other four Conan booke, plus TALES and RETURN, plus the Kane,Kull,
and what-not talea are still available only 1in the original mags,plus
a few in SKULLFACE and some reprint megs... Hodgson has had only one
of hils five fantesy books reprinted 1n paper back... I've read all
of Heinlein's juveniles, but I'd like to be abie to own them. Hamil-
ton's HORROR ON THE ASTEROID...Hale's BRICK MOON... the other works of
Hoar (Farley, the "Radie" writer), and Halil... Haggard's ANCIENT AL~
LAN and ALLAN AND THE ICE-GODS..., Heard‘s GREAT FOG and BLACK FOX..,
Hubbard, esp. FINAL BLACKOUT...these are all from just the letter H;
there are 25 more just like it...to hell with origingls;: reprints un-
limited!

E.E.Evers' dissection of the allen-telepath~murder-witness=hypothe-
tlcal story was probably the high polnt of the issue. Oh yes-—Ray
Bradbury would tell the story through the eyes of a small boy, who
would quickly leave the court room to walk through the Clean Fresh
Nostalgic Night of his Clean Fresh Nostalgic Illinois small town in
Clean Fresh Nostglgle October, Then Bradbury would go through the
etory again, cut out the courtroom and the alien telepath along with
any other vestiges of plot and sell the Clean Fresh Nostalgis under
three different names to Harper's, Good Housekeeplng; and The Saturday
Evening Post. He'd keep The cut-off glien telepath fragment LR Nis
flles Tor ten years, then sell 1t to F&SF and get a special Bradbury

e —

lssue declared with his plcture on thée cover...

/Bometimes I'm not too sure myseif, that Yandro
hadn’t merged with Amra. Is there a loophole in
copyrighting that allows a group to privately
publish copyrighted materisl for its own members

. only? The Burroughs estate had catfits when Ray
Palmer ‘tried to publish TARZAN CN MAR in Other
Worlds, sc howcome 1t's getting by now? I can't
say I agree wlth all your picks, buh there are
certainly plenty of good storiea ijeft %o reprint.
1@ even llke to see Williamson s w0 SILTEE books
in pb, (They weren‘t very good, bui I enjoyed
them,) And I belleve two of stf's best wrlters-——
Weinbaum and Campbell-~are reprsssased by only one
pb apiece. : - RSC

Ed. Meskys, L71, LRL, Box 808, Livermors, California, 94551

1 see Hetcalf 1s "pushing buttons' and trying to get people to re~
act violently again. His argument that beck-stf is better than naga-
zine-stf because book publishers don‘t have N psges to £i1l each month
would hold water 1f most publishers didn't have the same requirement.
Ph1l Dick has often told me of the great prsssures on book publishers
to get enough first line mss to fill their needs. For instance, Acs
ie now publishing about a half dozen titles a month (Phll says. I don't
know myself; I gave up being a completist gbout a year before I moved
Irom NY, and since the BArea has no equivalent of Steve Tekac's book
store, which stocks about 80% of the current stf and 1ittle else, I've
lost track of what is even avallsble). Most other pb houses with stf
lines are producing 1 or 2 titles each month (each publisher having ite
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own fixed schedule and books appearing like clockwork), Doubleday
needs 2 titles every second month for its bonk club, ete.

Originally they relied on magezines for reprints, but this
source has been virtually exhausted. The publishers are so desper-
ate that they are reprinting such unmitigated crud as Doc omith's
GALAXY PRIMES. That serial was go awful that I couldn't finish it,
a thing I can say only about 1t and THE OSLIANS in Spaceways. . Then
cgme orlginal novels from agents and The Slushpile.” But now they
are so desperate that they have contracts with high production suth-
ors for Dbooks to be delivered more than one yesr hence. Phil Dick
himself has close to a dozen conflicting contracts for novels due
gny time between a few wee4s and a year hence.

Until recently Doubleday fed 1ts book olub with titles submitted
to 1% plus reprintg from other hsrd-cover houses. Buf apparently
they have been unable to obtain sufficient high-quality material
this way, acto Phll Dick, for they recently started to solicit ad-
vance contracts with him, gs well as with other writers,

Anyhow, 1t probably tskes more words to feed sll of the book
publishers of today than 1%t took to feed the magszines at the height
of eny of the booms. And were I reading more than the few titles
verious people recommend to me, I suspect I would find as much crud
in the books as in s dozen issues of Vortex, SF Digest, Cosmos,
Sprcevays, Fantastic SF, ete.

/This letter was "passed on" by Philip K. Dick before
we got it, so I think it's safe to gssume thst it's
authentic., Magazine reprints haven't dried up, tho;
I suspect that publishers are bypassing many magazine
storles in order to get originals with more of the
sex treatment that will sell to the boobs. (I just
finished NO MAN ON ZARTH, and I can't think of any
other reason for publishine it.) RsC7

Banks Mebane, 6901 Strathmore 8t., Chevy Chase, Md. 20015
I sat up late one night reading OPTRATORS AND THING3, and I

was damn' glad to wake up the next morning and not find a group of
people standing around my bed. I don't
think I'1l ever go into a waiting room
agaln without wondering what those blunk-
faced, patient people sitting on the
beniches are Lelleving is happening, Brrr!

By the way, we now have out good o0ld
wet planet Venus back again. A group of
infrared spectroscopista at Johns Hopkins
University, working with dats talen on
high balloon flights,. detected sbsorption
lines from water vapor in Venus! gtmo -
sphere;: also the reflection apecirum from
Venus' cloud layer indicated ice crystals.
Of course, the Mariner temperature dats
would precliude 1idquid wgter on the surfece,
but maybe a way will be found to explaln
that and still leave us our Jungly, swampy
or oceany world of beloved memory, I
never dld 1like the idea pf Venus as a bone-
dry desert.




The trouble with using numbers %o identi- e
fy everybody is that numbers have no redun- g s
dancy, so any error in transcribing them
changes things drastically. If I make an
error with Coulson, and type 1t Colson or
Couldon, anyone who knows you will st1ll
probably know whom I mean, and even an en-
velope through the mall would probably
still get to you. But if you are 1748326,
and I type it 1748327, that is somebody
entirely different -- maybe John Boardmagn.

Does Steve Barr do nothing but write art-
lcles about the Burroughs Bibliophiles? 1
recall an almost identical article by him
in another fanzine -~ they should resglly be
classed as advertisements.

Let me @nthusiastically second Roy Tyckett's comments on the fill-
ers by George Barr and Nott you use on the contents page. Keep 'enm
coming! How about bringing cut a separately-printed collection of
themo

i N >
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/I think everyone who wrote queationed my Judgment in
—publishing the Barr article...the unusugl part being
that one of the people who wrote was the guthor.That's
a good point agaimst complete numerlical ldentifica -~
tion; God knows people will never be precise enough
to eliminate large numbers of errors. But of course
it is irrelevant to current cries of “"regimentation" . RSC/

Gene DeWeese, 584 N, Oagkland Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53211

First, could you stick =z short note in Yandro for me next time?

To wit: Does anycne have or know where I can get Detective Story,
April, 1942? 1In case you're wondering why I want it—-1 was looking
through my old Agtoundings, picking out the issues with Foundation
gtories, and I Swunbled across an ad for the April '42 Detective Story
apparently anotlier Street and Smith mag. And it had as lead novel a
story by Fredric Brown, gbout a cas. So I'm interested in Brown de -
tective stories, and bev..,.

Actuslly, come to think of it, maybe you could stick a second line
on that note: "Or any other old pulp detective magazlnes with Fredric
Brown novels in them."

Just saw an expurgaied ad on tv for GOLDFINGER: ".,.also starring
Honore Blackman zg ————-- - e, Starting Friday!"

"50 Great Music Treasures"? All on 1 album? "La Donna is a loblle
and others. "Each selection up to 4 minutes!" Including something by

Wegner, they say. In four minutes, Wagner would barely have time to
pive a downbeat.

I had a letter from Gina Clarke picked out, but I don't think 1t
w1lll f1t 1n the few lines remaining. We'll use 1t next time. Joe Stator
mentions a newspaper article whlch mentioned that some people have tak-
en "The Man From Uncle", not only as being serious, but as being fact,
and have written in to have "subversives® 1n their neighborhoods in-
vestigated, Sounds llke some of our nelghbors. Ed Meskya suggests that
Norm Metcalf forgot to 1list SUPERNATURAL STORIEgﬂiﬁ_ETE_inclusiva 11st
of promags. For that matter, how about comics? They buy stf plots..

Er
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DAVY, by Tdgar Pangborn {(Ballantine, 75¢) Here's one that belongs on the
next Hugo ballot (it came out in December). Despite the fact that DAVY
ls the best literary work in the stf field for 'A%, I think I'll still
vote for Brunner's THE WHOLE MAN as #1, DAVY is better fiction, but it
isn't better science fiction -~ it's only science fiction at sll by cour-
tesy of g liberal definitlon. I was struck by the general similarity to
3rackett's THE LOMG TOMORROW -~ except that where Leigh introduced =
aclentific element at the end (and whose book falled larrely because of
this), Pangborn keens his neo~barbarian culture strictly "in character".
It makes for a better book -- but it also makes for a story that might
Just as well have been written as a historical novel, By all means read
DAVY (preferably without reading Bsllantine's nonsensical cover blurbs).

CRASHING SUNS, by Edmond Hamilton (Ace, 40¢) I'm not quite sure what
possessed Ace Yo publish these 5 stories in one book, Four of them have
.dentical plots, and the £ifth 1s only & minor variation. I first read
".he Star Stealers" in AVON FANTASY READER #6;tho it didn't turn ze in
tc a Hamllton fgn, it didn't seem to be particularly bad@ when published
with storles by other writers. Five storles just alike, however (even

= names of the characters are similar), are ¥ too many. The other b
are "Crashing Sung", “Within The Nebula', "The Comet Drivers", and "The
-osmic Cloud®. I cen't imagine anyone past ape 10 enjoying all of them
in "ne dose, ' ;

THE SHIP THAT SAILED THE TIHE STRIEAM/STRAMCER THAN YOU THINK by G. C.
Ldmondgon (Ace, U5¢) Here's snother winner. The Ship is an original
novel (or part of an original novel; I foresée a sequel), and desplte
the title it's up with the better modern sword-end-gorcery stories. The
tscience" 1is practlezlly non-exlstent. but the gction keeps moving and
the writing is excellent. (And for once the herd doesn't wow everyone
_with his super~sclilentific knowledge; Zdmondson seems to agree with Poul
Anderson that our agncestors wouldn't have been pughovers for a few mod-
ern radgets.) Stranger conglsts of 7 of Zdmondson's “mad friend" stor-
ies from F&SF, If you like them, fine; personally I find them cute to
the pnint of nausea. But the beook 1s wnrth the money for the novel
side, which takes up almost 2/3% of 1t.

(Can anyone tell me the name of the short story which appeared a few
years ago -- in F&SF, I think -- gbout the destroyer in the Medlterran-
esn which acclidentglly went back in time? Edmondson's novel reminded me
of it, but since I can't recsll either the title or the author I haven 't
had much luck in locating 1t.) ' :

THE REASSEMBLED MAN, by Herbert Kastle (Gold Medal, “%¢) The publisher
says that this is Kastle's first science fiction novel. If we're lucky,
it may alsc be his last one. Right in the beginning this Mltty type is
.contacted by a bunch of gliens who want to use him as an observer/re-
. ¢norder of humgnity, They take him spart and put him back together wlth
improvements -- he's now the strongest man on esrth, cepable of denting
cteel plate with his bare fists; he cen't be killed short of removing
.e of his vitel organs; he has unbelievegble sexusl ability and endur-
ennce; he doesn't need to sleep; and, just like the 0ld ads in the pulp
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mags, he can "make people do /his/ bldding". (Sounds 1like one of Har-
lan Ellison's pipe dresms, doesn't 1t?) The rest of the book is con-
cerned with his conqueats of women and his less successful attempts to
emase a fortune. Somewhere along the line he learns the klcker; once a
month he has to go to New Mexico to report to the allens, who drain

him of information, erase all knowledge of themselves, and turn him
lnose wondering what he's doing 2500 miles from home. In the end, tho,
the aliens get tired of him and rebuild him to more moderate standards,
and he gets the girl and presumably lives happlly ever after -- or as
happy 28 a stupe with his mentality can concelve of being. This 1s sel-
ence flctlon for people who don't qQulte have the nerve to buy regl por-

nography.

THE ISSUL AT HAND, by William Atheling, Jr. {Advent, ¥5.00) "Atheling!
1s actually James. Blish, and the book 4s a volume of criticism to put
bestde your copy of Knight'e IN SEARCH OF WONDER. The Knight book is
more sntertaining, because his criticisms are so devastatingly funny;
Bligh is inclined more towards serious analyses than to poking fun at
nincompoops. On the other hand, this book might well be a more import-—
ant volume for the budding writer (not being a budding writer, I can't
say deflnitely). Certalnly Blish presents plenty of theories and €Xamp-
les of what writing should and shouldn't consist of. T don't always
agree with him (I see nothing wrong with a few dangling prepositions,
as evlidenced gbove.) But every one of his rules are undoubtedly good
ones for a beginning writer to follow, as best he can.

FIRST LENSHMAN, by E. E. Smith, Ph.D. (Pyramid, 50¢) Fyramid seems to
have gome objection to publishing a series 1n chronological order. Thay
Jumped sround among titles in Vardls Fisher's Testsment Of Mgn geries,
and nov they're doing the same thing with Smith, FIRST IFNSFAR should

be read before GALACTIC PATROL, which Fyramid published last month, as
these characters are the ancestors of Kimbgll Xinnison and erew. {Ang
88111l annther book, TRIPLANETARY, comes before this one.) Of course,
Fyramid might have a point this time; if you read FIRST LENSMAN first,
you might not bother to resgd the rest of the series; it's vagstly 1n-
ferior to GALACTIC PATROL, tho I understand it was written much later.
For one thing, Smith doesn't alweys remember what he's written from .one
chepter to the next, On page %7 he says "Samms d1d not energlze his Lens:
he had not yet developed either the inclination nr the technique to probe
instantaneously every entity who approached him, upon any pretext what-
ever, 1n order to find out wist that entity really wanted.® Or in other
vordg, the Lens can be used 1o resd minds, if there is sufficient need
for 1t. Yet 20 peges later, when our heroes know that & bgllroom con-
talns at least one assassin bent on destroying them, 4o they maske any
effort at all to read a few minds snd find out who the villgin 1a? Of
gcourse not; that would be too easy. Instead they rely on Jili's "muscle
reading”. In fact, they never think to uase the Lens for mind-reading of
humans untll page 189, when they rediscover its powers. (In between, it
has been used as g handy-dandy translater of alien languages, however.)
I only hope the later books in the serles are an improvement over thils,

THE ESCAPE ORBIT, by Jemes White {Ace, 40¢) This appeared in the last 3
1ssues of the Carnell-edited NEW WORLDS as "Open Prison'. Tt's s good
Example of action-gdventure stf, with & nice twist at the end, and even
seys a few things (tho not many) about how humanity behaves. The escape
18 well worked out, snd the book is well worth your money (unless you've
aiready read the serial version; I dldn't note much @ifference).
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oFUF OF LIFE, by Austin Hail (Ace, %0¢) Well, Hall d1d it again. Thi.
one isn't quite as funny as THE BTLIND SPOT; for one thing, it's shories,
snd for another, Hall had to make all the mistagkes himself, Flint having
died between books, However, he does hls best. On page 17 we find that
if Detective Flanning had been fully warned, he could have warded off the
calamity by Jailing the Bar Senestro. Since on page 17 the Bar Senestro
had done nothing more villainous than look at the sun, 1t leads to agn in-
teresting picture of what would heve happened 1f Flanning had hauled him
of f to headdquartera., Hall's command of the language 1ls gtill the same:
"I didn't suppose it could approximate so much mystery" (pp 49). It was
1ike z flash." (pp 73). He is etill tossing in magnetlam whenever he
thinks of it: "Hzl Yatson was watching the pool of magnetism." His other
sclentific comments are equally interesting: "This room is full of phe-
nomena." (pp 88)., "Ye're in some gort of vibration ....,.It's governed by
frequency" (pp 92),."He was galvanic" {(pp 100). "The man is dying of vi-
bration" (pp 113)., "It wes covered with radical signs and tremendous
fractlons, arranged in the formula-like precision of cryptic calculation
(pp 124). "e must do nothing until I have solved some more phenomena’
(pp 126). "But your Einstein has proven that even gravity is relative
and that time aznd distance are forever on the move." (pp 137) "X = .0
(pp 143), And the fingl explenation of the whole thing: Life 1s "bullg
up from the underlaws of materlal coefficients" (pp 186). I can't begin
to quote everything that I'd 1like, but I must get in this lest one: "Thw
idiom might have come from grammer" (strictly sie, including the mis-
spelling). Buy the book, it has 40¢ worth of laughs in it, Oh yes, it
dnes, after a fashion, explain wvhat happened in THE BLIND SPOT, lMostly
it consists of the song and daushters of the protagonists of the earlier
book goling through the same .stupld motlons for the same 1ldiotic reasons.

‘. THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH, by Fhilip K. Dick (Doubleday Bnok
Jlub, %1.20)} Dick has done much the same thine here thet he did in SIk-
ULACRA (or at least the results are similar). Thig 1ig based on the sams
background as "The Days Of Perky Pet", but it has been completely re-
written gnd expanded to novel length, so that aside from the name of the
geme, there isn't much similarity between the magazlne story and the
book. I can't say how good a book it is, since I think Diek lost me
gomewhere aslong the line. I can follow the action all right, but I can't
aulte follow the author's reasons for writing the book that way in the
first place, and I'm sure he had some.(The writing is good but the moral
is Confusion.) There are lots, of things sald gbout humanity and so on,
but none of them seem to tie together,

STRANCE WORLD, by Frank Edwards (Ace, 50¢) This is the third in Edwards'
collectlons of "Fortean" events. They're fun, but don't take thel cover
blurb about them being "carefully authenticeted" at all serlously. While
Tdwards may not be any more prone to repeat pure fiction as "carefully
suthenticated fact" than any other occult wrlter, he'e done it oftener
where I can cateh him at it. Betty Kujaws exploded one of his stories;
Rupert FTurneaux, in KRAKATOA, does for another. And in g series like
this, when you start finding errors you start wondering if the whole
thing isn't pure fietion, and that pretty well kills the excltement.
However, I'm sure the sagucer crowd will lap it up.
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